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@JerryPateCo

Jerry Pate Turf & Irrigation

SALES - SERVICE - ACCESSORIES - PARTS - PRE-OWNED 

The exclusive Toro INFINITYTM Series golf course 
sprinkler offers a Smart AccessTM compartment, 

five activation types and two body models. 

Toro INFINITYTM Series

The industry’s first and only true 
hybrid fairway mower.  Patented 
Powermatch® technology offers 
operational cost savings that can 

really boost your budget!

Toro Reelmaster® 5010-H

Our factory certified field 
technicians provide equipment, 

irrigation and pump service.

Mobile Service

Visit preowned.jerrypate.com for a large selection of quality pre-owned equipment.

5350 Tulane Drive
Atlanta, GA 30336

404-346-5340

Toll Free:  800-282-4792
Fax:  404-349-0019

www.jerrypate.com

YOU CAN COUNT ON US
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The Georgia GCSA appreciates the support 

of the following companies through the  

association’s patrons and sponsors program:

Diamond Patrons

Greenville Turf and Tractor

Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation

Platinum Partners

Corbin Turf and Ornamental Supply

Jacobsen
Syngenta

Gold Partners

AmeriTurf
Bayer ES
Cardinal Chemicals

ShowTurf 

Silver Partners

Howard Fertilizer and Chemical Company

NG Turf 
Sound Agronomy

Turfnology

Bronze Partners

BASF
Bulk Aggregate Golf

Bulloch Fertilizer

Chattahoochee Turf Products

Ewing Irrigation and Landscape Supply

Golf Agronomics Sand and Hauling

Harrell’s 
Helena Chemical Company

John Deere Landscapes

Phillips Turf and Ornamental

Pike Creek Turf

Sunbelt Rentals

NEWS NContents

Editor’s Note: Bulk Aggregate, a regular 
advertiser in Through The Green, was 
inadvertently omitted from the May-June 
issue of the magazine. We apologize for 
the error.
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We’re Stepping Up  
Against Water Rule
Recently, your association signed on to a bill that would effectively have the Environmental 
Protection Agency take the controversial Waters of the United States (WOTUS) rule and 
start over. Who knows whether this bill will be successful? Chances are it probably won’t. 
But it is imperative that we try.

What we do know is that as it now stands, WOTUS has the potential to make the work of 
golf course superintendents far more burdensome and in some cases almost impossible. 
The rule extends federal government jurisdiction over water regulation in a way that could 
change the way of life for industries with water 
bodies on or near their property. That includes 
farmers, landscapers and many others. It goes way 
beyond rivers and lakes to include everything from 
ditches to floodplains.

The rule has the capacity to vastly increase the 
amount of permitting those industries, including 
golf, would have to go through in order to keep 
functioning as they have done in the past. As the 
bill we became signatories to in June states: “The 
final rule will have a profoundly negative impact on 
a large portion of the U.S. economy, as it slows, or 
brings to a complete halt, numerous projects major 
and minor across the nation.”   

Government authorities say the rule is not intended 
to create sweeping change. But opponents – and 
the Georgia GCSA is certainly among them – fear 
otherwise. That is why we signed on to the bill and why we will lead a delegation from 
Georgia golf to Washington, DC in September. A group of senior Georgia GCSA members 
along with executive director Tenia Workman and government relations counsel Skin 
Edge will be accompanied by the Georgia PGA Section. We’re going to knock on some 
doors and let folks know who we are in Georgia and what we stand for.

For the record, we understand as well as anybody the need for protecting and conserving 
our water resources. We do a great job when it comes to water and we are constantly 
striving to get better. WOTUS would only impose a heavy layer of bureaucracy and 
expense on an industry that is already a good water citizen.   

On the subject of good citizens, I want to recognize the continued support and generosity 
of the Scott Griffith and the folks at the University of Georgia Golf Course. Their willingness 
to make the golf course available for the Bulldog Classic to raise money for our Legacy 
Scholarships is wonderful. Scott and the rest of the staff at the facility present excellent 
conditions but also do so much work behind the scenes to ensure a seamless experience. 
Rain got the better of us this year but we still raised important funds to support the 
education of sons, daughters and grandchildren of our members.   

Events like the Bulldog Classic are all more successful thanks to the continued backing 
we receive from an outstanding group of industry partners. These folks invest in your 
association and help us deliver all the services and meetings we provide. Please support 
them whenever you can. At the very least, make an effort to thank them. Their support 
makes us all better at the jobs we do.

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS

PRESIDENT
Mike Brown 
The Standard Club, Johns Creek, GA  
(770) 497-1736  
mike@standardclub.org

VICE-PRESIDENT
Greg Burleson, CGCS
Augusta Country Club, Augusta, GA  
(706) 737-5515  
greg@augcc.com

SECRETARY-TREASURER
Scott Griffith  
University of Georgia Golf Course, Athens, GA  
(706) 425-3246  
scotkimg@uga.edu

PAST-PRESIDENT
Anthony L. Williams, CGCS 
Stone Mountain Golf Club, Stone Mountain, GA  
(770) 413-5241 
anthony.williams@marriott.com

Tim Busek  
The Manor Golf and Country Club, Alpharetta, GA  
(404) 787-6165  
tbusek@manorgcc.com

Nelson Caron
The Ford Plantation, Richmond Hill, GA  
(912) 547-4072  
nelsoncaron@hotmail.com

Mike Martin  
Hampton Golf Village, Cumming, GA  
(770) 640-2170 
mmartin@hamptongolfvillage.net

Kyle Macdonald  
St. Ives Country Club, Johns Creek, GA  
(770) 623-8213  
kmacdonald@valleycrest.com

Chris Steigelman, CGCS 
The Landings Club, Savannah, GA

(912) 598-3547
chris@landingsclub.com

Sam Welch 
Horseshoe Bend/Golf Club of Georgia, Roswell, GA

(770) 992-2310 Ext. 130
swelch@horseshoebendcc.com

Tommy Hewitt  
Windermere Golf Club, Cumming, GA

(770) 205-5878
thewitt@canongategolf.com

Lane Singleton  
Reynolds Plantation, Greensboro, GA

(706) 467-1563
lsingleton@reynoldsplantation.com

Mike Brown

 President’s Message
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 News

Wee One Event Aims 
To Pay it Forward
Georgia GCSA members are urged to support a special fun-

draising tournament this fall to honor longtime association 
member Joe Durden and give back to the Wee One Foundation 
which provides financial aid to golf industry members fighting cat-
astrophic illness. The foundation has made two significant gifts to 
the Durden family whose lives were turned upside down when Joe 
Durden was diagnosed with stage four colorectal cancer in the fall 
of 2013. Durden has since endured multiple surgeries and treat-
ments and has made a remarkable recovery to a point where he is 
now back on the golf course.

“Every day really is a miracle for Joe,” says close friend Greg Bur-
leson, CGCS from Augusta Country Club, where Durden now 
works three days a week. “His energy is back, his appetite is good 
and his weight is good. I feel like it’s very important that we give 
back to the Wee One Foundation that was so generous to Joe’s 
family at a time of real need. The foundation is a great cause and 
unfortunately somebody else in golf is going to need their services 
and support at some stage. So we need to get on board and keep 
those resources available.”

Since its inception in 2004 the Wee One Foundation has distrib-
uted close to $900,000 to golf industry members and their families 
across the nation. The foundation was established by golf course 
superintendents in Wisconsin to honor the memory of colleague 
Wayne Otto, CGCS who died after his own battle with cancer. 

“The Wee One folks have been really, really amazing to us as a fam-
ily,” says Durden, who also works a three-day week at Augusta Na-
tional Golf Club. “For them, as complete strangers to us, to come 
out of the blue and be so generous, on two occasions, is beyond 
belief. Their support hasn’t provided all the answers to the finan-
cial challenges but it has certainly helped.”

Durden has three children, Ciera, a daugh-
ter about to start graduate work at the Uni-
versity of Georgia this fall; Karli, another 
daughter who recently completed her first 
year at UGA; and a son, Jake, who is a ju-
nior at high school. Durden says their love 
and support and that of his wife, Karen, 
has been instrumental in his survival. He is 
similarly grateful for the opportunity to re-
turn to work so he can “get back into shape 
and hopefully return to the superintendent 
ranks.”

The first annual Wee One Foundation 

Tournament is a four-person scramble at Cuscowilla Golf Club 
on Lake Oconee on October 26. The club, where Sam Murphy is 
superintendent, has donated the use of the golf course for the day. 
“I know the date is still a way off for a lot of folks but hopefully 
that just gives them all the more time to get it on their calendar and 
keep the date free to support this cause,” Burleson says. 

For his part, Durden is planning to be there to offer personal 
thanks to everyone who turns up to support the organization that 
helped him. “It’s been a tough time, and it’s still going on,” he says. 
“But I’m a lot better off than I was at this time last year. I want to 
be able to do what I can to make sure we pay it forward for the 
foundation.”

For more information on the event and to register, go to www.
weeone.org. 

Greg Burleson, CGCS and Joe Durden.
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111st st st ANNUAL GEORGIA ANNUAL GEORGIA ANNUAL GEORGIA ---   WEE ONE GOLF EVENTWEE ONE GOLF EVENTWEE ONE GOLF EVENT   
Monday, October 26, 2015 

Cuscowilla Golf ClubCuscowilla Golf ClubCuscowilla Golf Club   
Eatonton, GA  

To Benefit the Wee One Foundation 
Cost - $150 per person 

 
STAY TUNED FOR REGISTRATION DATE & SPONSORSHIP INFORMATION 

Entry Fee Includes: 
Golf Fees 

Driving Range & Balls 
18 Holes of Golf 

Lunch 
Prizes 

Awards Ceremony 
 

Rules & Format 
Four person scramble, gross competition. 
Proper golf attire is required at all times. 

Spike less alternatives suggested. 
Mulligan's available for purchase. 

(Limit two per player) 

Please consider supporting the 
WEE ONE Foundation 

www.weeone.org 
630-457-7276 



Bayer CropScience LP, Environmental Science Division, 2 TW Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. 1-800-331-2867. www.BackedbyBayer.com. Bayer, the Bayer Cross, and Tribute® are trademarks of Bayer. 
Not all products are registered in all states. Always read and follow label instructions. ©2015 Bayer CropScience LP.

Tribute® Total is the complete solution that goes the 
distance in weed control. Tribute Total provides post-
emergent control of grassy weeds, broadleaf weeds and 
sedges. With one product, you can do more with fewer 
resources and free up time to handle other problems 
that might come into view. Tribute Total, the complete 
solution for the most troublesome weeds. For more 
information, visit www.BackedbyBayer.com.

Follow us on Twitter @BayerGolf

The BackedbyBayer app is available for 
download at the iTunes Store and Google Play.

TributeTotal_Golf_GeorgiaThroughTheGreen_May_8.5x11.indd   1 4/8/15   3:26 PM



July-August 2015   Through the green  9

Big Hitters Coming to  
Meeting at East Lake
Two of the most active minds in the business of golf will be 

among speakers at this year’s Georgia GCSA annual meet-
ing at East Lake Golf Club in Atlanta on November 16 and 17. 
Former president of the National Golf Course Owners Association 
Henry DeLozier and Pat Jones, editor in chief and publisher of 
Golf Course Industry magazine headline the list of speakers. 

DeLozier is now a partner with Global Golf Advisors, a consulting 
firm with about 2,700 golf clients worldwide Karen has been iden-
tified by Golf Inc. magazine as one of the most influential people 
in the game. Before joining Global Golf Advisors, DeLozier was a 
vice-president with Pulte Homes, at the time the largest developer 
of golf communities in the country. With Pulte, DeLozier devel-
oped 27 golf courses in 10 states and was responsible for the op-
eration of more than 20 courses in the Pulte stable. He has served 
on committees for GCSAA and serves on the employers advisory 
council for the PGA of America.

Jones’ work is well known to superinten-
dents across the country through his time 
on staff at GCSAA, then with Golfdom 
magazine, his own consulting company 
Flagstick and now with GCI. Well-known 
Atlanta television meteorologist David 
Chandley is also among confirmed speak-
ers in a first-class line up befitting the venue.

East Lake hosts the Tour Championship 
each year for the PGA Tour and will host 
the Georgia GCSA golf championship on 
the Monday with the annual awards ban-
quet to follow at the clubhouse that evening. 
“We’re thrilled to be able to go to any of 
the venues we have enjoyed for our annual 
meeting,” says Georgia GCSA executive 
director Tenia Workman. “It’s going to be 
particularly enjoyable for everyone because 
we will have every aspect of the event at East 
Lake. Our members will get to enjoy the en-
tire facility.”

One exception is a new sporting clay event 
which will run concurrently with the golf 
championship. Fox Hall Resort and Sport-
ing Club in Douglasville will host the event 
for those looking for an alternative to golf. 

N  News

Henry DeLozier

Bayer CropScience LP, Environmental Science Division, 2 TW Alexander Drive, Research Triangle Park, NC 27709. 1-800-331-2867. www.BackedbyBayer.com. Bayer, the Bayer Cross, and Tribute® are trademarks of Bayer. 
Not all products are registered in all states. Always read and follow label instructions. ©2015 Bayer CropScience LP.

Tribute® Total is the complete solution that goes the 
distance in weed control. Tribute Total provides post-
emergent control of grassy weeds, broadleaf weeds and 
sedges. With one product, you can do more with fewer 
resources and free up time to handle other problems 
that might come into view. Tribute Total, the complete 
solution for the most troublesome weeds. For more 
information, visit www.BackedbyBayer.com.

Follow us on Twitter @BayerGolf

The BackedbyBayer app is available for 
download at the iTunes Store and Google Play.

TributeTotal_Golf_GeorgiaThroughTheGreen_May_8.5x11.indd   1 4/8/15   3:26 PM

Pat Jones

Since 1991

Laser Leveling • Laser Topdressing • Drainage
Fairway & Greens Core Aerification and Core Removal

Verticutting, Sweeping • “Koro” Sod Removal
Shaping • Greens Construction & Renovation

Greens Conversion • Tee Construction
Bunker Construction & Renovation

On-Site Reel Grinding
 

7500 Macon Hwy, Watkinsville, GA 30677
Office: (706) 208-1644 or (772) 225-3771 • Fax: (706) 769-0020

Web:  www.laserturfse.com • Email:  info@laserturfse.com 
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 News

Members Discuss Twists  
In Maintaining Bentgrass 
Heat stress and how to deal with it occupied a large part of 

the discussion for bentgrass superintendents at this year’s 
Georgia GCSA annual bentgrass and bermudagrass forum. That 
was in May while spring was still fresh in the air. By mid-June, 
superintendents weren’t just talking about heat they were smack 
in the middle of it. Statewide temperatures nudged triple digits for 
an extended period.

“One thing was clear during the discussions and that was just how 
differently we all handle it,” says Tim Cunningham, CGCS who 
was moderator and host superintendent at Coosa Country Club 
in Rome. “The dynamic is so different from big budget clubs, to 
mid-level clubs and to daily-fee facilities. How everybody attacks 
the summer is so varied. Do you water infrequently but heavily or 
frequently and lightly? How much do you roll versus mow? It’s 
fascinating to hear what some guys find that works for them.” 

Cunningham says there was also considerable interest in Universi-
ty of Georgia plans for test plots with new bentgrass varieties such 
as 007. Dr. Clint Waltz from UGA outlined plans for the project 
and also sought feedback from superintendents on what varieties 
they wanted to see trialed. “Superintendents also wanted to see 
what plans there were to try and create the kind of real world stress 
that our greens are put under,” Cunningham says. “Guys want to 
know how these test greens perform with heavy foot traffic, mow-
ing traffic and so on.”

Close to 100 people turned out for the forums and a golf tourna-
ment. Ralph Kepple, CGCS from East Lake Golf Club moderated 
the discussion for bermudagrass superintendents. Kepple hosts 
the Tour Championship for the PGA Tour at East Lake each year 
on MiniVerde ultradwarf bermudagrass greens.

Cunningham says numbers were “pretty evenly” split between the 
two forums. “It was good to see a lot of younger guys there,” he 
says. Other speakers included Dr. John Sorochan from the Uni-
versity of Tennessee who discussed mower configurations for op-
timal putting green health and performance. As is customary, the 
Georgia GCSA will host a forum later this year – on September 14 
– with an exclusive focus on bermudagrass maintenance. 

Dr. John Sorochan from the University of Tennessee.

Tim Cunningham, CGCS from Coosa Country Club with Georgia 
GCSA board member Sam Welch from Horseshoe Bend Country Club.

Dr. Clint Waltz from the University of Georgia. 
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Winners: Sam Crowe, CGCS Summit Chase Country Club; Mike Martin, 
Hampton Golf Village; Derek Oglesby, Corbin Turf and Ornamental Supply; 
Ron Wright, CGCS GCSAA.

Runners-up: Josh Cooper, Currahee Club; Greg Hill, John Deere Land-
scapes; Joey Franco, CGCS Brookstone Golf and Country Club; Brandon 
Smith, Trophy Club of Atlanta.

Golf results

Winners 
120 – Sam Crowe, CGCS Summit Chase Country Club; 
Mike Martin, Hampton Golf Village; Ron Wright, CGCS 
GCSAA; Derek Oglesby, Corbin Turf and Ornamental 
Supply.

Runners-up 
121– Josh Cooper, Currahee Club; Brandon Smith, 
Trophy Club of Atlanta; Joey Franco, CGCS Brook-
stone Golf and Country Club; Greg Hill, John Deere 
Landscapes.

Longest Drive
No. 4 – Mitchell Eickhoff, Augusta National Golf Club.
No. 13 – Mark Hayes, Marietta Country Club.

Closest to the Pin 
No. 3 – Jacob Darr, Druid Hills Golf Club.
No. 10 – Cody Aaron, Cartersville Country Club.

Jason Whitecliff of Syngenta.

Todd Lime, CGCS from Echelon Golf Club and Steven Ranew of Jerry Pate 
Turf and Irrigation.

Newton Ware of Howard Fertilizer; Matthew Fitzpatrick, Cuscowilla on 
Lake Oconee; Bradley Tremmier from RiverPines; and Ed Leverett from 
Coosa Country Club.
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 News

Lightning Forces Early  
End to Bulldog Classic 
Storm activity brought a premature end to this year’s Georgia 
GCSA Bulldog Classic but the benefits from the gathering will 
pass on to the next generation in an even greater degree than nor-
mal. The Bulldog Classic contested annually at the University of 
Georgia Golf Course in Athens generates funding for the associa-
tion’s Legacy Scholarships. Thousands of dollars are raised each 
year thanks to UGA’s support of the event, backing from industry 
partners and entry fees from players. This year there was extra 
money in the pool after organizers decided to donate funds that 
would normally go towards prizes. 

“Because we had to cancel the golf tournament after seven holes we 
thought it would be best to put the money set aside for prizes into 
the general pool for the scholarships,” says Georgia GCSA sec-
retary-treasurer and host superintendent at UGA, Scott Griffith. 
“It would have been an impossible task trying to determine how 
to fairly distribute prizes after so few holes. And we know that ev-
erybody at the event is there to support the Legacy Scholarships.”

Georgia GCSA executive director Tenia Workman expects about 
$8,000 will go to the Legacy Scholarship fund as a result of this year’s 
Bulldog Classic. “That’s a very good number I think,” she says. “We 
really appreciate everyone’s support. We are also very grateful to the 
University of Georgia. Their support shows great commitment to 
the work of golf course superintendents and our association.”

Similarly, Griffith expects many players were grateful when the golf 
tournament was eventually canceled after a second delay because 
of lightning in the area. “A lot of folks have long drives to get home 
and by that point it was getting late in the day,” he says. “We are 
very grateful to everybody who came out in support of the event 
once again. We had a full field of 120 players which is wonderful.”

Earlier in the day, attendees experienced a presentation by Bill 
Brown, CGCS from Turf Republic on new technologies for turf-
grass management. Brown covered a range of items in a two and a 
half hour seminar that held the group’s interest from start to finish. 
“Bill did an excellent job,” Griffith says. “He is a great speaker and 
does a really good job of staying on top of all the technology that is 
cutting edge. He not only knows what he’s talking about he’s a for-
mer superintendent so he’s been in the trenches. He knows our job.” 

The Georgia GCSA greatly appreciates the support of Jerry Pate 
Turf and Irrigation in presenting the Bulldog Classic.

The Georgia GCSA also presented a check for $3,000 to sup-
port the scholarship fund of the Georgia State Golf Association 
Foundation. 

Josh Richardson from the Country Club of Gwinnett, Vince Wood now 
at the Country Club of the South, Ronald McWhorter from Reynolds 
Plantation and Mike Williamson of Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation.

Ryan Montgomery and Phillip Vera from Augusta National Golf Club.

Greg Burleson, CGCS and Mike Martin with Kim Cox from the Georgia 
State Golf Association Foundation, and Lane Singleton and Scott Griffith, 
and a check for $3,000 from the Georgia GCSA.



July-August 2015   Through the green  13

Members take in an educational presentation before play.
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Call 770-446-3444 for a test drive of the  
entire Carryall series – 300, 500, 550 and 700. 
www.NewCarryall.com

• 14 hp Subaru 404cc Overhead cam w/ EFI

• Payload up to 1,500 lbs. 

• Optional limited slip differential for improved traction

• Exclusive lightweight, rustproof, air-craft grade 
aluminum

• NO RUSTING like the competition

• Cockpit style interior and ergonomic dash

• One-of-a-kind bed box with integrated track-based 
attachment system

• Optional tool holders and bed dividers increase 
versatility

• The industry’s best 3 Year Warranty

www.SpecialtyCarCo.com   |   Atlanta 770-446-3444

Sales  |  Service  |  Parts  |  Rentals  |  Leasing  |  Accessories

Introducing the all new 
2015 Carryall 500
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N  News

Call 770-446-3444 for a test drive of the  
entire Carryall series – 300, 500, 550 and 700. 
www.NewCarryall.com

• 14 hp Subaru 404cc Overhead cam w/ EFI

• Payload up to 1,500 lbs. 

• Optional limited slip differential for improved traction

• Exclusive lightweight, rustproof, air-craft grade 
aluminum

• NO RUSTING like the competition

• Cockpit style interior and ergonomic dash

• One-of-a-kind bed box with integrated track-based 
attachment system

• Optional tool holders and bed dividers increase 
versatility

• The industry’s best 3 Year Warranty

www.SpecialtyCarCo.com   |   Atlanta 770-446-3444

Sales  |  Service  |  Parts  |  Rentals  |  Leasing  |  Accessories

Introducing the all new 
2015 Carryall 500

Keith Patrick from Jennings Mill Country Club won 
a string trimmer donated by Jerry Pate Turf and 
Irrigation, represented by Jamie Pate.

Scott Anderson of Andco Environmental, Walt Strickland of Bulloch Fertilizer, Gib Durden of High-
Grove Partners and Neal Wisdom from Druid Hills Golf Club.
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At various points on the Internet you 
can find Patrick Reinhardt struggling 

to poke a pen through the crust of a frozen 
green, running geese off a pond with a re-
mote control boat or tracking how many 
steps he takes in a day as golf course super-
intendent at Georgia Southern University 
Golf Course in Statesboro. On June 8 by 
the way, that would be 24,184. 

Reinhardt Rides  
Internet into the 
New Generation

The job still comes down to growing grass but as Reinhardt’s genera-
tion is learning, and loving, some of the coolest tools for getting that 
done no longer hang on the wall of the shop. Instead, many are on the 
phone he carries everywhere he goes – whether that’s onto a pump 
station roof, a fresh mown tee box, or even a bathroom. Connectivity 
is constant. And instantaneous. 

Reinhardt, 33, is one of the rising stars in the superintendent profes-
sion, and not just in Georgia. Because of his command of myriad 
platforms that simply didn’t exist a generation ago – Twitter, Vine, 
Facebook - his stock is on the up and up on a broader stage still. 

People across the country can see his work and hear his perspective. 
More than 1,300 of them value it enough to follow him on Twitter.

That presence also makes him visible to those who cover the profes-
sion. His words or images – he is a talented photographer too - have 
appeared recently in national publications such as Golfdom, Golf 
Course Industry and GCM. Contrast that with the historical stereo-
type of superintendents being rarely seen or heard, instead letting 
their work speak for them through the condition of the golf course. 

But here’s the thing. Reinhardt is doing none of it for self-promotion. 
It’s just part of doing his job as well as he possibly can. “I consider 
myself late to the technology bandwagon,” he says, of his plunge into 
Twitter at the end of 2012. “I got switched on to Twitter almost out of 
necessity. So many college students – our target audience, the people 
we want to reach – had already moved away from Facebook.”

Reinhardt quickly discovered that it wasn’t just golfers he could reach 
in an instant. “I can put out a question about something I might be 
seeing on one of my greens and have people respond within seconds,” 
he says. “Within an hour I might have 15 responses.” And when his 
followers include some very experienced superintendents, prominent 
researchers and USGA Green Section agronomists, the feedback is 
often invaluable.

Patrick Reinhardt grew up in the small town of Monroe, MI just 
north of the Ohio state line looking out onto Lake Erie. Through high 
school he was set on the idea of a future in civil and environmental 
engineering. But like so many before him, he unwittingly arrived at a 
fork in the career road when he took on summer work at a nearby golf 
course owned by family friends. 

By Trent Bouts
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By the end of his second semester at Michigan State University, the 
lab in the engineering building was beginning to feel a little like a 
prison. Both his grandfathers were farmers and, while he was very 
young when both died, he still spent a lot of time bouncing around 
on tractors as a kid. “I guess you could say it’s in my blood,” he says.

By contrast, he found that engineering was “really not that much of an 
outside field.” “I’m not a big fan of sitting inside four walls,” he says. 
“I like to be out, involved, getting my hands in it.” One thing he did 
learn from his time in engineering though was that Michigan State ran 
a great turfgrass management program. So he followed his heart and 
made the switch.

While still at MSU he secured an internship at The Standard Club in 
Johns Creek under Mark Hoban. That led to a job upon graduation 
in 2004. Hoban, now at Rivermont Golf and Country Club, left soon 
after but Reinhardt stayed for seven and a half years. There he helped 
current Georgia GCSA president Mike Brown with a major renova-
tion of the golf course. Brown was impressed enough to recommend 
Reinhardt for a number of superintendent positions but the recession 
had created a severe bottleneck for assistants looking to move up.

In the end, Reinhardt applied for more than 20 different senior roles 
before catching his break at Georgia Southern in 2011. Ironically, 
there wasn’t really a golf course to speak of at that point. Instead, 
there was a tract of land that used to be known as Southern Links, 
an 18-hole course that had been shutdown and overgrown for seven 
years. Georgia Southern University bought the land for $650,000 and 
committed about $3.5 million for the resurrection with Florida-based 
Bob Walker as lead architect. 

“There’s that feeling of accomplishment,” Reinhardt says, of finally 
hearing something other than ‘thanks, but no thanks.’ “There were a 
lot of great guys who applied for the job. So I was very grateful to be 
given the opportunity. But then you sit down and think about it and, 
yes, there’s a sense of oh, oh, what did I get myself into. I’m leaving 
a great job working for a great guy and now there’s a multi-million 
dollar project and I’m going to be the one leading it…this should be 
interesting.”

And it was.

“It was stressful,” Reinhardt admits. “It wasn’t something that was 
easy to do. We spent $3.5 million when most people would spend 
four and five times that to build a golf course. There are things I would 
have loved to do that the golf course would have really benefited from 
but we had to prioritize. You realize when you have to make so many 
decisions that you are going to get some wrong. You just have to hope 
you get enough of them right, overall, that people will be happy with 
the end product.”

Apparently, they are. Golf Digest named Georgia Southern to its list 
of Best New Golf Courses in 2014. Director of golf Martin Olsson 
credited a “large part” of that recognition to Reinhardt.

Golfers seem to be happy too. The course neared its 24,000 round tar-
get last year with close to a 50-50 split between student and public play. 
As Reinhardt says, at $10 to walk 18 and $25 to ride, “To be a student 
at Georgia Southern who likes to play golf is a really good thing.”

Reinhardt believes it’s a good thing to be a superintendent there too. 
He has three other full-time staff but the bulk of his workforce comes 

Patrick Reinhardt (inset) has all-round skills that include capturing this photo of a 
dramatic cloud formation over the golf course at Georgia Southern University.
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from the student body. “I have a killer staff,” he says. “I love the staff 
I’ve got. I can’t say enough about them. They’re incredibly smart and 
dedicated. They’re willing to do just about anything. It’s fun working 
in this setting. I’m fortunate in that I don’t have a lot of people I have 
to answer to. It’s nice not having 300 different managers (members) 
that I have to explain myself to.”

The fact that a university is, by definition, a place of learning sits 
well with Reinhardt too. “I love experimenting with new stuff,” he 
says. “But I am still cautious when I do it. If it’s a new product I’m 
trying I hope it works like the manufacturer says it will. But I expect 
it probably won’t work quite to the extent they say it will. I think new 
products deserve a shot and someone has to do it.”

Reinhardt’s experimentation is always underpinned by a sense of 
“cautious optimism” thanks to his social media network. “There is a 
core group of us who like to try and push the envelope,” he says. “We 
bounce ideas off of each other and compare notes.” That exchange 
helps minimize any risk. It also helps spread the benefit.

When, some 20-plus years ago, GCSAA began urging superinten-
dents to come out of the background, the thinking was that if their 
work was better understood, it would also be better appreciated and, 
ultimately, better rewarded. One of the challenges was finding plat-
forms - other than visibility at the driving range and the clubhouse - 
for superintendents to do that. The Internet, as Reinhardt and others 
of his generation are showing, presents an array of opportunity. “It’s a 
wonderful tool,” he says. 

Before and after shots towards the 15th green.
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William Smith, CGCS was busy enough hosting 
the 86th Southeastern Amateur at the Country 
Club of Columbus but then he had an unexpected 
visitor. A single-engine aircraft that had lost power 
came fluttering in for an emergency landing on the 
15th fairway. “There was a twosome on the green 
and I don’t know how close the plane came to hit-
ting them but once it touched down it was only 50 
yards away,” Smith says. The pilot survived without 
injury and there was no damage to the plane.

However, the golf event – which was in the practice 
round stage - endured more than its share of 
disruption. “It turned into a circus once the first 
responders got word,” Smith says. “I think every 
policeman in Columbus was there.” The plane 
had just taken off from a nearby airport when it 
lost power. Witnesses later said they didn’t hear 
the plane coming until it appeared in view because 
there was no engine noise.

Smith says it is the first plane he has had drop in 
during his 38-year career. “I’ve had some hot-air 
balloons land on the golf course before,” he says. 
“It was very fortunate for this pilot that the golf 
course was here because he had nowhere else to 
go.” Smith says there was minimal turf damage and 
the tournament was able to be played without a 
hitch. 

N  News

Plane Lands 
on Golf Course

The Maule M-4 220C aircraft which dropped in on 
Columbus Country Club.

Before and after views from the 7th tee.



20  Through the green   July-August 2015

 

CA10115 Cardinal GA Full Page  bleed: 8.75 x 11.25  trim: 8.5 x 11   Thru The Green1 rev1

Taking care of the customer. That is what Cardinal Chemicals has done for more

than 41 years. It means providing unequalled service and commitment to you 

and your golf course. The professionals at Cardinal have a full line of products to

support your business. Let us take care of you – contact Terry Kallam at 252.559.0329

or visit us online at cardinalchemicals.com to learn more. 

C A R D I N A L  R U L E  N U M B E R 1    

PRICE AND QUALITY 
CAN ALWAYS BE MATCHED. 
SERVICE AND COMMITMENT 

HAVE NO EQUAL.

©2015 Cardinal Chemicals. Always read and follow label directions.



July-August 2015   Through the green  21

N  News

Goshen Valley Fields
Are a “Sheer Blessing”
Sam Burgess has poured heart and soul, along with a few gallons of 

sweat, into building a first-class sports complex at Goshen Valley 
Boys Ranch. Burgess, from Ansley Golf Club in Roswell, is one of a 
number of individuals who have been there every step of the way since 
the project began three years ago. Some of the others include Scott 
Lambert from Peachtree Golf Club and Joe Hollis from Augusta Coun-
try Club. “It is a sheer blessing,” Burgess says of what has been achieved 
on behalf of boys and young men in the state’s foster care system. 

Today, Goshen Valley, in Waleska about an hour north of Atlanta, 
offers its residents a 60,000 sq. ft. sports field and a fenced baseball 
field where once there was pot-holed pasture. “It’s a bona fide sports 
complex now,” says Jordan Bell, also from Ansley Golf Club, who, 
like Burgess, has taken his turn at leading work days on the project on 
behalf of the Georgia GCSA assistant superintendents committee. “It 
absolutely looks legitimate.”

“You wouldn’t recognize it from what it was when we started three 
years ago,” Burgess says. “Part of the beauty of it is that, every year, kids 
from the ranch have worked right alongside us. They’ve been involved, 
worked hard, and I’m sure they’ve picked up some skills along the way.”

Burgess is also impressed and grateful for the manner in which Geor-
gia GCSA members – assistants, superintendents, vendors – and 
sometimes non-members have pitched in. “It’s been a huge team ef-
fort every year,” he says. “A lot of people have contributed to what 
we’ve been able to achieve.”

Late May, about 15 volunteers spent the best part of a day installing 
an outfield fence on the baseball field, sod cutting the infield, lin-
ing the field, painting bases, spraying out weeds and topdressing and 
fertilizing both fields. The work team installed 260 feet of fencing do-
nated by Chamblee Fence Company. Other companies that donated 

materials or services this year included: Bulk Aggregate Golf, Ewing 
Irrigation and Landscape Supply, Harrell’s, Helena, Jerry Pate Turf 
and Irrigation, Peachtree Golf Club and Trion High School.

Goshen Valley leaders have described the new sports facilities as 
“fields of dreams” that help provide invaluable opportunities for resi-
dents. Goshen Valley has six residences on a 300-acre cattle ranch 
and on average serves about 40 10- to 21- year-olds many of whom 
have been victims of abuse or neglect. The ranch has the highest oc-
cupancy rate of any system facility in the state. 

The Georgia GCSA’s relationship with Goshen Valley stemmed from 
ties the boys home had with Billy Fuller, a former golf course super-
intendent and now principal of Billy Fuller Golf Design. Goshen Val-
ley’s new sports complex is just one of a series of community projects 
the committee has engaged in recent years. Assistant superintendents 
and other Georgia GCSA members have also made significant contri-
butions to Camp Will-A-Way in Fort Yargo State Park in Winder and 
Habitat for Humanity in Atlanta. 

Andrew Curtin from Piedmont Driving Club and Scott Lambert from 
Peachtree Golf Club.
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Standing: Josh Gaddy from Atlanta Country Club, Steven Ranew of Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation, Scott Lambert from Peachtree Golf Club, Jordan Bell from 
Ansley Golf Club at Settindown Creek, Andrew Curtin from Piedmont Driving Club. Crouching: Adam Wilhite of Harrell’s and Jamey Smith of Jerry Pate Turf 
and Irrigation. Sliding: Sam Burgess from Ansley Golf Club at Settindown Creek.
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Tommy Hewitt from Windemere 
Golf Club.

Paul Wages from East Lake 
Golf Club.

Jordan Bell from Ansley Golf 
Club at Settindown Creek.

Adam Wilhite of Harrell’s and Sam Burgess from Ansley Golf Club. Randy Mangum of Corbin Turf and Ornamental Supply and Josh Gaddy from 
Atlanta Country Club. 

Jamie Pate and Jamey Smith of Jerry Pate Turf and 
Irrigation.
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Durden is Lead Legacy
Scholar Back-to-Back

Joshua Abrams
Son of Mark Abrams 
Wolf Creek Golf Club, Atlanta

“My dad has been a golf course superin-
tendent for almost 20 years and worked 
in the golf industry for over 30 years at 
golf courses all over the state of Geor-
gia. With his years of experience and 
love for his job, I consider him one of 
the best superintendents in the state of 
Georgia. He is also a great father and has 
always showed me love, care and disci-

pline when needed…For the past three years I have worked at Wolf 
Creek Golf Club on the maintenance crew and cart staff…Working 
has taught me so much that I could never fit into a 300-word essay.”

Ryan Cunningham
Son of Tim Cunningham, CGCS
Coosa Country Club, Rome

“To audition for the UGA drumline, 
you must first complete not one but four 
separate auditions in order to gain ac-
cess into this prestigious organization. 
For me, each of these auditions included 
both a 120-mile trek to Athens as well 
as having to cope with the nerves of the 
actual audition process…I couldn’t have 
made the line without the support of my 

family…Whether it be auditioning for the drumline or any other en-
deavor I have pursued through my life, my family has always been 
there to support me.”

Karli Durden, daughter of Joe Durden from Augusta National 
Golf Club and Augusta Country Club, is the major winner in 

the Georgia GCSA Legacy Scholarships for the second year in a row. 
She is majoring in biology at the University of Georgia. Joe Durden, 
now at Augusta National Golf Club and Augusta Country Club, has 
been a Georgia GCSA member since 1990. 

Ryan Cunningham, son of Tim Cunningham, CGCS from Coosa 
Country Club in Rome won the second highest award granted by 
the Georgia GCSA scholarship committee in June. Cunningham’s 
scholarship came around the same time he was named outstanding 
rising senior in the Georgia State Golf Association Foundation’s Dick 
Franklin Performance Awards. 

The Georgia GCSA is able to offer the Legacy Scholarship program 
thanks in part to the sponsorship support of Jerry Pate Turf and Ir-
rigation.

Legacy scholarship committee members Richard Staughton, CGCS from 
Towne Lake Hills Golf Club, Jamie Pate of Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation, 
Chuck Underwood, CGCS from Northwood Country Club, Mike Crawford, 
CGCS from TPC Sugarloaf and Mike Martin, chairman of the Georgia GCSA 
turf research and scholarship committee, from Hampton Golf Village. 

In all there were eight scholarships awarded. In addition to sit-
ting for interviews with the scholarship committee, applicants 
also had to write two essays. Here are the successful applicants 
and excerpts from one of their essays:
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Karli Durden
Daughter of Joe Durden
Augusta National Golf Club and Augusta 
Country Club, Augusta

“Throughout the past two years my fam-
ily has been through a tough time. My 
father has battled stage four cancer and, 
through his strength and God’s blessing, 
he beat it. I have never been more thank-
ful for anything in my life…I have learned 
a great deal these last two years however. 

I have learned to be resilient, I have been tested and succeeded, and 
been tested and failed…But I have mainly learned that I love my family 
more than I realized.”

Preston Kell
Son of Lawrence Kell
The Chimneys Golf Course, Winder

“The military has always been an inter-
est of mine. Therefore, it is fitting that 
my hero is, perhaps, one of the most 
celebrated soldiers in all American his-
tory, George Washington…In his lifetime 
he set precedents that would impact our 
country greatly, and staged the United 
States of America to become one of the 
most powerful countries in the world. In 

order to do this he had to have determination, dedication, character 
and an unheard of resolve to see his ideas through.”

Hannah Kepple
Daughter of Ralph Kepple, CGCS
East Lake Golf Club, Atlanta

“As I’m sure many people have heard 
throughout life, people always make mis-
takes – there’s no avoiding it. But for me, 
it’s what people do after the mistakes that 
shape a person – if mistakes are repeated, 
or if they help others by using their ex-
periences. I also believe, however, that 
some mistakes take time to learn from 
and it’s crucial to acknowledge how far 

someone has come after battling many obstacles.”

Morgan Kepple
Daughter of Ralph Kepple, CGCS
East Lake Golf Club, Atlanta

“I am nowhere near close to being the 
person I want to be. What type of person 
do I aspire to be?...I want my dad’s un-
wavering dependability and helpfulness. 
When he is not helping his wife or kids 
with something they have asked for, he is 
doing everything else that we all take for 
granted. He cleans the pool, cares for the 
lawn, washes the dog, makes dinner, etc. 

Every single member of my family has a quality – many, really – that I 
deeply admire and strive to attain.”

Alex Kicklighter
Son of Hampton Kicklighter, CGCS
Dublin Country Club, Dublin

“My dad has always said that being a golf 
course superintendent was not a job, it 
was a lifestyle…When I went to work at 
Dublin Country Club, I got to experi-
ence first-hand what it takes to maintain 
a golf course. Not only do you have the 
regular daily tasks like mowing, changing 
pins and raking bunkers, you also have 
multiple unexpected things happen. I 

found myself looking for ways to complete my work efficiently so that 
I was able to assist others with their work or be available to assist 
when the unplanned irrigation leak or other issue arose.”

Ben Murray
Grandson of Buzz Howell
Retired, Bishop

“Now at the end of my freshman year in 
college, I realize that I have not played 
any competitive golf throughout the 
year…So the very next day after return-
ing to Statesboro, I took my clubs to the 
local driving range after class to focus on 
my comeback to golf. I understand that 
my comeback to golf is not quite on the 
same level as Tiger Woods’, but that is 

not the point. I am coming back to golf because I care. I have a passion 
for the game and the future of the game and I would like to contribute 
to that future whether it is big or small.” 
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Cunningham Wins Performance Award

Ryan Cunningham, son of Tim Cunningham, 
CGCS from Coosa Country Club in Rome, 
has won the Dick Franklin Performance 
Award for rising seniors from the Georgia 
State Golf Association Foundation. A Yates 
Scholar at the University of Georgia, Cun-
ningham holds a 3.63 cumulative grade point 
average and is working towards a degree in 
mass media arts. His award caps a remarkable 
family double after his sister Courtney won 
the same honor last year.

Ryan Cunningham is a member of the Red-
coat marching band (drumline). He volun-
teered at a local daycare for career day to 
introduce children to UGA’s drumline. He 
also volunteered at student-run radio station 
WUOG 90.5 and interned at WUGA 91.7. 
In addition, he volunteered teaching the 
Commerce drumline last fall and is instruct-
ing two drumlines this summer. 

Cunningham also works 20-plus hours week-
ly at a part-time job. He says his father is re-
sponsible for one his favorite quotes: “Ryan, 
always be proud of the work that you do. If 
you’re not proud of it, work harder.”

The most outstanding rising junior is Brad-
ley Weaver, a Yates Scholar at UGA majoring 
in psychology. His mother, Bonnie Weaver, is 
the tennis shop manager at the Country Club 
of Roswell.

The ninth annual winners were announced 
at the 2015 GSGA Foundation’s annual 
scholars luncheon. Franklin, a passionate and 
dedicated volunteer, passed away suddenly 
in 2005 while he was serving as president of 
the GSGA Foundation and on the executive 
committee of the Georgia State Golf Asso-
ciation. These awards of $3,000 each honor 
Franklin’s legacy while recognizing current 
GSGA Foundation Yates Scholars with out-
standing performance both in and out of the 
classroom. 

The GSGA Foundation also oversees the 
Moncrief Scholarships that honor deserv-
ing students in the field of agronomy and 
turf management at Abraham Baldwin Agri-
cultural College and the University of Geor-
gia. The scholarship is named in memory 
of Moncrief, a former USGA Southeastern 
Green Section director. The Georgia GCSA 
has helped fund the scholarship for many 
years.

Joy Moncrief (Mrs. James B. “Monty” Moncrief) is front and center among scholars at the luncheon.Ryan Cunningham

New Moncrief scholars were also recognized 
at the annual scholars luncheon. They were: 

UGA – Chad Austin, William Bowling, Clint 
Connard, Aaron Hayes and Silas Ledford. 

Abraham Baldwin Agricultural College – 
Dylan Cagle, Mackenzie Johnson and David 
Martinez.

Yates Scholars – Children of superinten-
dents, recognized at the luncheon included:

Class of 2016 – Ryan Cunningham (Coosa 
Country Club/UGA) and Savannah Gratz 
(Fairways of Canton/Emmanuel College).

Class of 2017 – Morgan Kepple (East Lake 
Golf Club/UGA).

Class of 2018 – Karli Durden (Augusta 
National Golf Club and Augusta Country 
Club), Henson Fillingim and Ben Ketelsen.

Class of 2019 – Preston Kell (The Chimneys 
Golf Club/University of North Georgia) and 
Alex Kicklighter (Dublin Country Club/
UGA).  
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Congressman Tours 
Stone Mountain
Congressman Hank Johnson, (GA-04), met 
with GCSAA Grassroots Ambassador Antho-
ny Williams, CGCS and toured Stone Moun-
tain Golf Club by Marriott in Stone Mountain 
Park in April. This was the second time John-
son and Williams met – the first being at Rep. 
Johnson’s district office in October of 2014.  

“The congressman and I have had several 
lengthy conversations about how we as citizens 
and leaders can help shape our communities 
and sustain our unique environmental assets,” 
Williams says. “It was a true honor to host him 
for an environmental tour of our facility and 
share stories of past service and talk about the 
future of our community.” The congressman 
was accompanied by his wife, Mereda Davis 
Johnson, former Congressman Earl Hilliard 
of Alabama and several staff members. They 
were officially welcomed to the property by 
general manager Robert Woolridge. 

The group toured not only public areas but 
also saw behind-the-scenes areas and pro-
grams ranging from the new award-winning, 
state-of-the-art irrigation pump station to 
pollinator gardens that provide habitat for 

butterflies, bees and hummingbirds. The 
congressman volunteered to adopt a bluebird 
nest box, one of 108 nest boxes featured in the 
property’s wildlife habitat enhancement pro-
gram. Some 150 blue bird fledglings hatched 
in Stone Mountains nest boxes this spring. 
The group also found some time to sink a few 
putts on the putting green while taking in great 
views of Stone Mountain and Stone Mountain 
Lake. Congressman Johnson says, “The envi-
ronmental work, the beauty of the property 
and the variety of activities and venues are a 
tremendous asset to our community.”

Williams, who had recently returned to work 
after emergency open heart surgery to repair 
an aortic aneurysm, adds, “It was a great day 
and I know how full the congressman’s sched-
ule is but back in October he said he wanted to 
see our facility in person and he made it hap-
pen. He also gave me a call while I was in the 
hospital recovering just to wish me well and 
remind me that I owed him a tour of Stone 
Mountain. There are moments when a person 
can find inspiration in the actions of others, 
this was one of those moments.” 

Fillingim Says 
Farewell GA

Change is evi-
dent especially 
when it comes 
to the environ-
ment that we 
all call work. 
Time goes 
quickly and I 
am proud to 
say that I have 
been a part of 
the Georgia 
GCSA for 
more than 20 
years. I have 

built so many great relationships over those 
years which makes leaving Georgia very dif-
ficult. The good news is that God has opened 
a door through which I can move my wife 
closer to home through my new role as golf 
course superintendent at Anniston Country 
Club in Anniston, AL.  

There are so many people to thank for guid-
ance and direction over the years as well as 
just being there. There is no way one can 
even begin telling the many ways the Georgia 
GCSA impacts our daily lives as golf course 
superintendents.  

I cannot leave without saying thank you to 
the Georgia GCSA (Tenia Workman and Al-
lison Jackson) and all that you do. We are all 
better people professionally and personally 
because of the high standards the Georgia 
GCSA provides.  

I also need to thank Gary Wilder and his 
agronomic team with Club Corp for provid-
ing a working environment that is second to 
none. One person that has truly impacted my 
life is Wade Thomas. I will never be able to 
repay Wade for his acts of kindness, generos-
ity, professionalism  and personal friendship. 
When someone mentions honor, integrity 
and ‘do whatever it takes,’ Wade Thomas 
easily comes to mind.

I am just across the state line but will always 
be loyal to Georgia GCSA. I look forward to 
when our paths cross again. 

-Lee Fillingim   
Former Congressman Earl Hilliard of Alabama, Robert Woolridge, Congressman Hank Johnson, 
Anthony Williams, CGCS, Mereda Davis-Johnson, Xeron Pledger and Eric Hubbard gather to share 
environmental and advocacy stories on the putting green at the Stone Mountain Golf Club by Marriott.

Lee Fillingim

For more information, contact:

Jason Whitecliffe
North Georgia
678-687-8871

Larry Feller
Augusta & Savannah
843-693-2187

Melissa Barron
South Georgia
407-257-8043

Appear® fungicide delivers improved summer stress 
tolerance and greater Pythium and anthracnose 
control than your current Chipco® Signature® program. 
The special pH neutral, pigmented formulation 
provides a deeper green color for your greens and 
tees. Appear mixes easily with Daconil Action™ or 
Secure® in a 14 day control program even under 
extreme summer temperatures. 

To learn more about how Appear works together with 
your contact fungicide to provide improved turf quality, 
visit GreenCastOnline.com/Appear.

Help the shortest 
blades meet the 
highest standards.

© 2015 Syngenta. Important: Always read and follow label instructions. Some crop protection products may not be registered for sale 
or use in all states or counties. Please check with your state or local extension service to ensure registration status. Appear,® Daconil 
Action,™ GreenCast,® the Alliance Frame, the Purpose Icon and the Syngenta logo are trademarks of a Syngenta Group Company. Secure® is a 
trademark of Ishihara Sangyo Kaisha, LTD. Chipco® and Signature® are trademarks of Bayer CropScience. All other trademarks used herein 
are the property of their respective company. MW 1LGG5006 06/15

Follow us on Twitter @SyngentaTurf #Time4Appear
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Golf Irrigation



July-August 2015   Through the green  31

  News Shorts

Andersen Leaves Athletic Club
I have had an amazing seven-plus year career 
here at Atlanta Athletic Club to help me pre-
pare for my new role as golf course superin-
tendent at the University of Texas Golf Club 
in Austin, TX. 

It all started in the summer of 2007 as a sum-
mer intern while attending the University of 
Florida. It was one of the most educational 
and inspiring summers of my life. I was pulled 
into the AAC history, culture and magnificent 
beauty. I knew this is where I wanted to be. 
Ken Mangum, CGCS offered me an assistant 
superintendent position at the end of the sum-
mer, and with the opportunities approaching 
in the next seven years, I quickly agreed to join 
the management staff. I rose through the as-
sistant ranks and was promoted to golf course 
superintendent in November, 2012.

I’ve done so many things at AAC, and worked 
with so many amazing people that could fill a 
career. Two major championships (2011 PGA 
Championship and 2014 U.S. Amateur), three 
greens conversions to Champion ultradwarf 
bermudagrass, bunker renovations and en-
hancements, tee construction and additions, 
and a full-scale driving range renovation.

So many people have helped shape and men-
tor my career. None more than Ken Mangum. 
All the stories and things people say about him 
don’t even begin to scratch the surface of how 
truly amazing of a man he is. He sees the fire 
in people and gives them the tools to be suc-
cessful. I’d also like to thank my general man-
ager Kevin Carroll and director of golf Rick 
Anderson, my father John Andersen, CGCS, 

Kasey Kauff, Kyle Johnson, Lukus Harvey, El-
liot Garrison, Taylor Davis, Jackie McKinzie, 
Chris Borders and the entire management 
team at AAC, and all the friends and col-
leagues I’ve made during my time in Georgia. 

I’d also like to thank Tenia Workman. She runs 
what I believe to be one of the best associations 
in our industry, and pours her heart and soul 
into the Georgia GCSA to make it what it is 
today. I am also grateful for all the volunteer 
time our boards of directors – past and pres-
ent – have devoted to the association and the 
profession. We are all better off for their efforts. 

Thank you. 

- Tyler Andersen

www.stovallinc.com

 Annuals
 Perennials
 Container Plants
 B&B Trees

Nursery
 Pavers/Wall block
 Flagstone
 Stackstone
 Fieldstone

Hardscapes
 Golf 
 Residential
 Commercial
 Lighting

Irrigation

Visit any of our convenient Georgia Locations
Alpharetta:678-514-0140
Augusta:   706-650-8500
Braselton: 706-658-0213
Buford:     678-835-1948

Marietta:  770-590-3160
Hoschton:  678-425-2111
Columbus: 706-223-5251
Cumming: 770-889-2009

Lawrenceville:678-218-0131
Kennesaw:  770-794-3249
Norcross:    770-242-6036
Ptree City:   770-253-6868

Golf Irrigation



32  Through the green   July-August 2015



July-August 2015   Through the green  33

  News Shorts

East Lake 
Marks Record 
Giving
Tournament officials announced recently that 
the 2014 Tour Championship by Coca-Cola 
generated a record $2.2 million for local chari-
ties. Organizations that received donations 
include the East Lake Foundation and The 
First Tee of East Lake. The Tour Champion-
ship by Coca-Cola has a long history of giving 
back to the communities where the event has 
been played. The events that have been hosted 
at East Lake Golf Club, where Ralph Kepple is 
certified golf course superintendent, have now 
generated more than $20 million for charity. 
The 2015 Tout Championship is set to return 
to East Lake Golf Club as the FedExCup Play-
offs finale from September 23 to 27. 

Thanks for Smith Lands 
PGA Trip

William Smith, CGCS from Columbus Country Club in 
Columbus, was the recipient of an award-winning thank 
you note recently. The note recognizing Smith’s efforts ar-
rived as part of GCSAA’s national Thank a Golf Course 
Superintendent campaign. Club member Murray Calhoun 
penned the thank you note and his name was drawn in a 
sweepstakes winning him a trip for two to this year’s PGA 
Championship at Whistling Straits. “I can’t even remember 
what I wrote about him,” says Calhoun, a low single-digit 
handicapper who plays the course three times a week. “It 
isn’t hard to say nice things about William. He is a quality 
guy who does great work.”

“That was really cool,” Smith says. “I have not seen his note 
but I have talked to the GCSAA and they said I had 20 
notes from members. I have known Mr. Calhoun for many 
years. He has always been complimentary of the course con-
ditions and I assume that was the case in his note. It is nice 
to have members who appreciate the efforts of the mainte-
nance staff.” 

William Smith, CGCS

GOLF AGRONOMICS 
Sand & Hauling

Golf Agronomics has a proven record of service and supply to the 
golf course industry spanning more than 20 years. We are here to 
stay and to make life better for golf course superintendents and 
for the golfers who play their courses. We deliver more than sand. 
We also bring experience, expertise and a genuine smile with every 
load. A golf course is a great place to be happy after all.

• Bulk Damp Sands	 • Divot Sand
• Custom Blends	 • Gravel
• Topsoil/Compost	 • Bagged Sands
• Bulk Dry Sands	 • Black Sand
• Specialty Products	 • G-Angle “Cracked” Bunker Sand

Robbie Womac, CGCS (678) 997-7852
Robbie.womac@golfagronomics.com

Main office (800) 542-9531 • www.golfagronomics.com
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Georgia GCSA Welcomes
›	� Colten Beattie, Class C. Second assistant golf course 

superintendent, Marietta Country Club, Kennesaw (770) 426-1808. 
›	� John Haguewood, Class AF. Technical manager, Macro-Sorb 

Technologies, Clarkesville (573) 214-1518. 
›	 Will King, Class AF. President, Regal Chemical Company, 		
	 Alpharetta (770) 475-4837. 
›	� Chip Thompson, Class C. Assistant golf course superintendent, 

Cateechee Golf Club, Hartwell (706) 856-3301.  
›	� Randy Wilson, Class R. Retired, Clayton (678) 492-6634. 

Movers & Shakers
›	 Zach Abernathy has been promoted to golf course superintendent 

at Collins Hill Golf Club in Lawrenceville.
›	 Tyler Andersen,  formerly golf course superintendent at Atlanta 

Athletic Club in Johns Creek, is now golf course superintendent at 
the University of Texas Golf Club in Austin, TX.

›	� Colten Beattie is now second assistant golf course superintendent 
at Marietta Country Club in Kennesaw.

›	� Joey Brown, formerly the golf course superintendent at Georgia 
National in McDonough, is now golf course superintendent at Healy 
Point Country Club in Macon.

›	 Nelson Caron has been promoted to director of golf course and 	
	 grounds maintenance at The Ford Plantation in Savannah, GA.
›	� Jake Colvin, formerly assistant golf course superintendent at 

Brunswick Country Club in Brunswick, is now golf course superin-
tendent at Hawks Point Golf Club in Vidalia.

›	� Lee Fillingim,  formerly golf course superintendent at Healy Point 
Country Club in Macon, is now golf course superintendent at An-
niston Country Club in Anniston, AL.

›	 Joe Hollis has been promoted to golf course superintendent at 	
	 Atlanta Country Club.
›	 William Oakley, formerly golf course superintendent at 		
	 Eagle’s Landing Country Club in Stockbridge, is now golf course 	
	 superintendent at Country Club of the South in Johns Creek.
›	� Chip Thompson is now assistant golf course superintendent at 

Cateechee Golf Club in Hartwell.
›	� Anthony Wright, formerly second assistant golf course 

superintendent at Capital City Club Brookhaven, is now first 
assistant golf course superintendent at Rivermont Golf and Country 

Club in Alpharetta.
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1.888.922.TURF  |  www.jacobsen.com

It’s not JUst 
a Mower.  

The Jacobsen HR-9016T™ wide-area mower cuts time and space. Boasting a massive 
mowing capacity of up to 16.5 acres per hour, the HR-9016T reduces the amount 
of time and labor you’re spending on mowing parks and other green spaces. The 
HR-9016T is also a breeze to maintain because each of the eleven cutting blades is 
powered by a quiet, hydraulic motor that eliminates belt and pulley maintenance
Trim your mowing costs with the Jacobsen HR-9016T wide-area mower.  

It’s a tIMe 
MachIne.  

Garry Callahan 
6670 Corners Industrial Ct. 
Suite B 
Norcross, GA 30092 
Cell: 770-500-8799 
Office:770-935-8022 
Toll Free: 866-302-3435 

Producers & Installers of
Fumigated Georgia Certified

Quality Turfgrasses
for Golf Courses and Athletic Fields

www.pikecreekturf.com

Pike Creek Turf, Inc.
427 Pike Creek Turf Circle, Adel, GA

1.800.232.7453

Georgia 
GCSA Events

mark your 
calendar

�
September 14, 2015
Bermudagrass Forum and Golf Outing
King and Prince Golf Course  
St. Simons Island, GA
Host superintendent: Chuck Moore

October 19, 2015
Assistant Superintendent Seminar  
and Golf Championship
Druid Hills Golf Club, Atlanta, GA
Host superintendent: Neal Wisdom

November 2, 2015	
Challenge Cup	
Cuscowilla on Lake Oconee
Eatonton, GA
Host superintendent: Sam Murphy

November 16-17, 2015
Annual Meeting and 
Golf Championship
East Lake Golf Club, Atlanta, GA
Host superintendent: Ralph Kepple, CGCS

Births
›	 Congratulations to Rob Roy from The River Club and his wife,    

Jenna, on the birth of their son, Lincoln James Roy. Lincoln was born 
on May 31 and weighed 8lbs 2ounces and measured 19 inches long. 

Condolences
›	 Our condolences to Mike Sokolowsky from Hampton Golf   

Village and his family on the passing of his mother.

Weddings
›	 Congratulations to Mark Hayes from Marietta Country Club and his 

new bride, Lea, who were married on May 9.
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The offset  cutting units.  
These  ensure a beautiful clean-up cut on tees and greens.

Quick Adjust 5 cutting units.   
Adjusts height-of-cut in seconds.

 
surface players will remember.

The 2500E E-Cut™ Hybrid Riding Greens Mowers.  
The only greens mower everyone can appreciate.

 
 

   and a durable ball-joint suspension system that reliably follows  

  
 

   for a technician to change height of cut in seconds. 

 

satisfy so many people?

Jim Roberts 
Sales Manager 
864-419-8871 Mobile 
robertsiiijim@gmail.com 
 

Mark Hendricks 
Territory Sales Manager 
770-490-9668 Mobile 
hend8383@bellsouth.net 
 

Allen Weed 
Territory Sales Manager 
770-490-9653 Mobile 
weedallen@gmail.com 
 

Tim Boles 
Territory Sales Manager 
770-845-0610 Mobile 
bolestim@gmail.com 
 

B0R010PCU1C51600  -00408671  
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