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> President’s Message

2015 BOARD OF DIRECTORS Several Habits of a Highly

PRESIDENT

Successful Association

The Standard Club, Johns Creek, GA
(770) 497-1736

mike@standardclub.org Now that it's March, I'm sure most of us have broken our New Year’s resolutions. My resolution
VICE-PRESIDENT was to fill the drainage tlrenclh in my backyard. Well, it's March and my wife still casually
Greg Burleson, CGCS mentions that | “haven’t filled in the trench.”

Augusta Country Club, Augusta, GA . . . .
(7%961;8727%’5"1 ;y b Augusia [t was easy to make time to dig the trench because our driveway was flooded after every rain.
greg@augce.com Now that the trench has diverted the flooding, it's harder to make time to pipe and fill it back in.
gECthEgA::;‘TREASURER As many can relate, work, family, or other obligations take most of the few extra hours we
U?o ) fr(: " Colf Course. Athens. GA in this industry have. If we fail at keeping our

708, 4o a1 et course, Ahers resolutions it's because it requires forming a

scotkimg@uga.edu habit. It's easy to do something when the matter

PAST-PRESIDENT is pressing; however, forming a habit takes more

Anthony L. Williams, CGCS discipline.
(3;33;’}’1'3”2‘;;2 Golf Glub, Stone Mountain, A As | mentioned in the last Through The Green,
anthony.williams@marriott.com your board of directors met for its annual retreat
to plan for 2015 and beyond. During the retreat,
Tim Busek we discussed some of the good habits that have
The Manor Golf and Country Club, Alpharetta, GA been formed through the years that make us
(404) 787-6165 successful and how to build upon them or keep
tbusek@manorgcc.com

from breaking them. One thing is for certain,
through many years, this association has formed

e . some good habits and that’s why this chapter is
(T;eZ)F%T;TS;:t'O"‘ Richmond Hill, GA a leader. These habits have brought rewards of
nelsoncaron@hotmail.com recognition to us and have improved our footing MikE BROWN
for the good of golf within Georgia.

Nelson Caron

Tommy Hewitt
Windermere Golf Club, Cumming, GA
(770) 205-5878

What are some of these habits? Probably the most important is providing quality education
at our events. Continuing education helps keep all of us informed on the latest research

thewitt@canongategolf.com and technology, which then can be utilized at our facilities benefitting our employers. It's
important to be recognized, not only from within our group but also from outside groups as an

Kyle Macdonald association that believes in educating its members.

f‘;7{)”)e§2‘;°§“;{§ club.Jons Creek, GA Another habit has been to research and confront any issues that may unfairly restrict our

kmacdonald@valleycrest.com industry. Last year, Wally Gresham, as a GCSAA grassroots ambassador, set up a meeting with
Congressman Lynn Westmorland at Sunset Hills Country Club. This meeting was an opportunity

Mike Martin to discuss the Waters of the U.S. rule proposal by the Environmental Protection Agency.

Hampton Golf Village, Cumming, GA

(770) 640-2170 It was noted at the meeting that Congressman Westmorland is on our side and against this

mmartin@hamptongolfvillage.net proposed rule change to the Clean Water Act. However, it was also noted that he hadn’t heard
from anyone in golf until Wally contacted him. Well, at this year’s board retreat we decided

Lane Singleton we’d do something about that. We are currently making plans for several members of the

Reynolds Plantation, Greensboro, GA Georgia Golf Alliance to travel to Washington, D.C. and build a foundation of support with our

(706) 467-1563 legislators.

Isingleton@reynoldsplantation.com
Other good habits we maintain include supporting our industry partners, growing leadership

Chris Steigelman, CGCS and communicating to our membership just to name a few.
The Landings Club, Savannah, GA
(912) 598-3547 We are heading back to the coast for our Spring Classic, which benefits the Georgia Golf
chris@landingsclub.com Environmental Foundation. In advance, | want

to thank fellow Georgia GCSA director Chris
Sam Welch Steigelman, CGCS and The Landings Club Geargia Chapter il
Horseshoe Bend/Golf Club of Georgia, Roswell, GA for hosting this important event. | hope to see GCS A A ,
(770) 992-2310 Ext. 130 everyone there in another sell out. That's become ¥
swelch@horseshoebendcc.com 2 habit too GNP RIS FPEATINCUNT] ATACCIATION CF APIRCA
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It's no surprise that Revolution is trusted by so many
turf professionals around the world. It's the only sail
surfactant that goes beyond water repellency issues, providing

comprehensive water management and plant health benefits as well.

Revolution’s patented formulation balances air and water in the soil profile,
leading to a better root system and improved soil health. By maximizing the
potential of your growing environment, Revolution helps turf function more
efficiently and perform at consistently higher levels, even under stress.

Try it — and see the benefits for yourself.

It contains
more than
you think.

For More information, contact Mark Cleveland, Southeast Territory Manager
mark.cleveland@aquatrols.com - (205) 807-0837

Better Playability
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Soil S, urfactant
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> News

President Encourages Members
To Act on Rounds4Research

eorgia GCSA president Mike Brown has appealed to mem-

bers for a renewed effort to promote Rounds4Research in
2015 to help fund turfgrass research in the state. The online auc-
tion which began in the Southeast and has since gone national has
new administration at GCSAA this year. Brown urges all Georgia
GCSA members to solicit donations of rounds from their facility in
time for the auction that runs June 8-21 alongside the U.S. Open
and Fathers Day.

“We’re hoping there will be new energy promoting this campaign
across the country and we want to be sure we have as many Geor-
gla courses participating as possible,” Brown, from The Standard
Club, says. “We were part of this campaign in its second year with
the Carolinas GCSA so we have an added stake in ensuring its
continued success.”

Brown says funds from the 2015 auction will help ensure the suc-
cess of efforts to expand the Georgia GCSA’s Best Management
Practices programs. Directors recently voted to draft BMPs on wa-
ter quality, nutrient loading and pesticide scans. These will be in
addition to existing water use BMPs drafted by the association that
were so nstrumental in shaping water policy for golf course use
during the past decade. Georgia GCSA leaders will work with re-

searchers from the University of Georgia to create the new BMPs.

“I have always said that today’s turfis yesterday’s research,” Brown
says. “If we’re to continue to improve drought and shade toler-
ance then research donations need to continue for the sake of to-
morrow’s turf” Brown has made personal approaches to several
GCSAA board members urging the national association to solicit
on-air support for the program from television golf commentators
David Feherty and Nick Faldo. “Why not,” Brown asks. “The same

research has a great and positive impact on the PGA Tour product too.

More than 100 Georgia golf facilities participated in the first year
of the auction but support from clubs and courses has eased since.
Last year just 63 of about 500 courses in the state donated rounds
for a foursome.

“Frankly, 1t 1s surprising that many more facilities don’t participate
because they are the ultimate beneficiaries,” Brown says. “Better
turfgrass research means better golf course conditions delivered
more efficiently and more effectively. That’s good for the bottom
line. Better yet, it is the golfer who is actually handing over the
money when they bid for rounds online. We all need to get behind
Rounds4Research.”

Georgta Tha

GCSAH@

Mike Brown

Rounds can be donated online or donation forms can be down-
loaded online and then sent to Rounds4Research headquarters.
There is a link to those forms on the Georgia GCSA website: www.
geCsa.com.

Proceeds from Rounds4Research in Georgia go directly to the
Georgla Golf Environmental Foundation which distributes funds
to programs and projects that help golf courses fulfill the environ-

mental, recreational and economic needs of their communities. B

| N

Environmental
Institute for Golf

Rounds
Research
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Equipment Managers Get
Closer to Hector’s Shop ......

he 2015 Georgia GCSA equipment managers seminar started

out like most equipment managers start their work day - walk-
g around visually inspecting equipment, shop set-up, exchang-
ing morning pleasantries with others, and most importantly, look-
ing for coffee. Capital City Club at Crabapple was gracious enough
to host this year’s event mid-January. Host superintendents Kyle
Marshall and Mike Studier, CGCS and equipment manager Don
Lanning and their staff had the place looking phenomenal. Thanks
also to Greenville Turf and Tractor for sponsoring the event.

The opportunity to tour another equipment manager’s shop is
reason enough to attend the meeting but the key speaker this year
added even more incentive. Hector Velazquez, producer of Hec-
tor’s Shop educational videos, spoke about the importance of self-
education, communication and organization around the shop. He
also emphasized the key role that social media plays in technician
networking,

Velazquez resonated with the group really well because, like the
majority of technicians in the audience, he 1s the only person in his
shop. When asked about the communication with his superinten-
dent, he said one key was their morning ride together. They ride
the course and check equipment and course conditions.

“This gives us the opportunity to understand the goals and stan-
dards we are faced with,” he said. “If you give most technicians a
goal it is in their nature to try and meet or exceed that goal.”

Wb AR R IR

AN

Hector Valzquez, of Hector’s Shop, leads
education.
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Cody Aaron from Cartersville
Country Club

Over an hour of the presentation was spent with the group of 100-
plus people asking questions and talking in an open forum for-
mat. Just before lunch Erik Sides with the Equipment and Engine
Training Council presented the group with training certification
opportunities available through the EETC. Bruce Dowling of Jerry
Pate Turf and Irrigation and a proctor for the International Golf
Course Equipment Managers Association presented certificate op-

portunities available through IGCEMA organization.

The Georgia GCSA education committee always tries to offer
something engaging during the Equipment Managers Seminar.
Last year the group spent time after lunch practicing welding tech-
niques and instruction with tremendously positive feedback. This
year wasn’t any different. Velazquez spent the afternoon teaching
money-saving techniques like plastic welding and vinyl repair.

Steven Rice 1s a representative with Gates Corporation and he
spent time with the group on the different products available to
them such as belts, hoses and hydraulic fittings. Greg Dupree 1s
a representative with Kohler Engines and spent time on engine
failure analysis.

If your technician attended this year, ask them about their experi-
ence. If your technician didn’t attend this year, encourage them to
do so next year. Equipment is always evolving. Technicians, shops
and techniques must follow suit. W

- Cory Phallips ts equipment manager at Horseshoe Bend Country
Club in Roswell where Georgia GCSA director Sam Welch ts director

of agronomy.

Jackie McKenzie from Atlanta
Athletic Club.

Trent Manning from Ansley
Golf Club.
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Part of the full-house for the annual equipment managers seminar at Capital City Club at Crabapple.

% AmeriT
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RedO)d'URF OAquatroIs® PrimeraOne

Jeremy Harvey (770) 560-8495 Atlanta/N. Alabama/Tennessee
Jimmy Geter (678) 592-4415 Atlanta (& Surrounding Areas)/Central Alabama

@Green

% Industries

Office (877) 441-8873 www.ameriturf.com
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> News

GGEF Seminar Gives
Food for Thought

Given that he 1s exploring options for reducing maintamed
acreage at The Georgia Club in Athens, this year’s Golf
Course Management Training was almost taillor-made for John Mc-
Mullan. McMullan was one of about 100 people at this year’s event
at the Student Learning Center at the University of Georgia’s Grif-
fin Campus in January. The annual seminar is provided free for
attendees through the Georgia Golf Environmental Foundation.

McMullan, who has been at The Georgia Club for 14 years, says
he “got a lot” out of afternoon presentations by Mark Hoban from
Rivermont Golf and Country Club and Bob Farren, CGCS from
Pinehurst Resort in North Carolina. Hoban discussed his experi-
ence at Rivermont where he has done extensive work introducing
native grasses and exploring an organic maintenance philosophy
to reduce the use of conventional inputs, namely water, fertilizer,
pesticides and mowing.

Farren is director of golf course maintenance and grounds at Pine-
hurst which has cut about 100 acres from maintenance across the
resort’s eight courses in recent years. Of course some of that acre-
age generated considerable interest when the No. 2 course hosted
last year’s U.S. Open on the driest, firmest fairways in the cham-
pionship’s recent history. There was no rough, instead balls miss-
ing the fairways ended up in sandy waste areas dotted with native
grasses and plants.

For McMullan, who maintains close to 200 acres with 27 holes at
The Georgia Club, both talks gave him food for thought. “I don’t
know that I would ever want to go to either extreme but I would
like to try a few things,” he says. “I’d love to go and take a look at
Mark’s course and see what he’s done. From the photos he showed
it’s a very interesting look.”

McMullan says he 1s considering making a visit to Rivermont and
perhaps even bringing some members or key personnel along at
the same time. “We have a lot of areas between holes that I would
like to do something with,” he says. “They were originally seeded
with fescue but with budgets being what they are these days there
1sn’t the manpower to take care of them the way they were de-
signed to be maintained.”

The morning program included a series of updates on turfgrass
research from members of the University of Georgia turfgrass team.
“The program was one of the best I've attended I think,” McMul-
lan says. “The presentations seemed to move along really well. As
superintendents we’re used to being on the move so sometimes
when a single presentation or seminar takes up four hours or eight
hours it can be a bit challenging.” m

UGA’s Dr. Patrick McCullough delivers an update at the Georgia Golf Environmental Foundation’s annual seminar.

10 THROUGH THE GREEN  March-April 2015
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Bob Farren, CGCS

Mark Hoban

Hit diseases in as many ways
as possible, all season long.

Secure® fungicide is the first multi-site
contact fungicide in the market in over
45 years. The only registered fungicide
for turf in FRAC group 29, Secure has no
known resistance and low risk of future
resistance. With 12 applications of Secure,
when used in rotation with Daconil Action™
fungicide, you can create a solid foundation
by protecting your course with a multi-site
contact, all season long. For a sure shot
against 10+ diseases including resistant
dollar spot, brown patch and leaf spot,
make Secure your foundation fungicide.

i se video
'/

FOr more information, contact:

Jason Whitecliffe Larry Feller Melissa Barron
North'Georgia Augusta & Savannah  South Georgia
678-687-8871 843-693-2187 407-257-8043

-
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Fungicide
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Important: Always

Sale or use in all states. Please check with your state or local Extension Service to ensure reglslralmn
genta Grr)up 1mmru Secure® is a registered trademark of Ishihara Sar sha e
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>
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* Optional limited slip differential for improved traction
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aluminum

NO RUSTING like the competition
Cockpit style interior and ergonomic dash

One-of-a-kind bed box with integrated track-based
attachment system

Optional tool holders and bed dividers increase
versatility

The industry’s best 3 Year Warranty

COMPANY

www.SpecialtyCarCo.com | Atlanta 770-446-3444

Sales | Service | Parts | Rentals | Leasing | Accessories
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Annual Retreat Leads
Associlation Forward ....... ..

ne of the real privileges of serving on the Georgia GCSA

board of directors 1s attending the annual board retreat. This
“live-in” gathering over three days 1s designed to help get the best
out of the board for the betterment of the association as a whole.
It works.

I have to admit when I attended my first retreat last year I was over-
whelmed. I’d been on the board for about a month and had little
to no 1dea just how much goes into the running of our association.
That first retreat really opened my eyes and I came away with a
much better appreciation for the work our staff does, for the work
of my fellow directors and for the efforts of all previous boards.

In January, I attended my second retreat, this time at Barnsley Gar-
dens Resort in Adairsville where golf course superintendent Lance
McDonald, his assistant Dusty LeGrande and the entire staff were
very cordial hosts. The retreat 1s a great chance for the directors
to interact socially away from the day-to-day work life. Getting to
know each other better helps us all in our work as we strive to
represent the interests of each and every member.

Once again the retreat was led by Mark Esoda, CGCS from Atlanta
Country Club. Everyone at least knows Mark by reputation as one
of the true leaders of the profession. But to see him in operation up
close and personal for three days 1s something else altogether. He’s
not just a leader because of his expertise and dedication. The guy
also thinks with a sharper edge than most of us and s not afraid to
go into uncharted territory. Nor is he afraid to push the rest of us

>

Mark Esoda, CGCS from Atlanta Country Club leads directors on an early morning wake-up walk.

there and each of us and the association is better for it.

We were supposed to begin the retreat with a golf outing with
some of our most-engaged industry partners. Rain put an end to
those plans but we still had a chance to spend time with them over
an informal dinner that evening. Even with the golf being washed
out we still had very strong attendance from our vendors. It was
great to be able to unwind with them in a casual setting, even if it
was a bit chilly sitting outside.

I sat next to Peggy Clanton of BASF who I have known for several
years now. Peggy typifies the kind of support that helps our asso-
ciation be what it 1s. She 1s one of many vendors who go to great
lengths to contribute, helping with sign-ups at meetings and so on.
After saying our goodbyes, the directors had a quick debrief about
what was ahead from Mark. He gave us some reading material but
to be honest I'm not sure how much reading was done that night
given that 1t was late and everyone had a very full stomach.

The next morning, after a very, very cold walk about 7.30am, it
was down to business. There was a lot of intense discussion about
the year just past. There was a lot of positive things to talk about,
like incredibly strong attendance at meetings and our latest video
project, which executive director Tenia Workman had a lot to do
with. Tenia drives so much of what we do and does so with such
passion and true care that is so near the surface all the time. It
wouldn’t be a Georgia GCSA meeting if Tenia didn’t end up cry-
ing at some point. Honestly, I think her passion alone is one of the

:

Chris Steigelman, CGCS.
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> News

biggest factors that sets us apart from all the other chapters in the
country.

There are a lot of legislative and regulatory issues on the table at
the moment such as Waters of the United States proposal, new
drought regulations, changes to pesticide and fertilizer controls
and more. Each issue 1s important to our work as superintendents
making efforts like Golf Day at the Capitol all the more critical.
Golf Day 1s back on this year in March and the fact that we now
have a tradition of bringing all the allied golf organizations to At-
lanta means our industry is on the radar of all the people making
the big decisions. I can tell you there 1s a lot of excitement on the
board about this year’s event.

Monday afternoon was devoted to team-building, which often in-
volves an activity a little out of the ordinary for us. Last year it was
yoga but this year it was sporting clays, something a little more
comfortable for a lot of the guys. Jason Whitecliffe of Syngenta and
Randy Mangum of Corbin Turf and Ornamental led the way. They
are both experts and taught everyone the ropes. While a lot of us
had fired a gun before, it was a first for Mike Martin from Hampton
Golf Village. But he did a very good job. I was impressed.

I shoot maybe two or three times a year and hit about 50 per-
cent of my targets but I'm happy to report that our president Mike
Brown from The Standard Club was the best shot on the board
with about a 70 percent success rate. So if we ever get into a gun
battle 1t’s nice to know we will be in such good hands.

As the sun went down so did the temperatures but Kyle Macdon-
ald from St. Ives Country Club cooked up a storm. The board
splits into three groups for each meal with each group taking turns
at preparation, cooking and clean up. Kyle did some wonderful
steaks and even brought his own blender to make his special sauce.

Georgia GCSA president Mike Brown from The Standard
Club deep in thought.

14 THROUGH THE GREEN  March-April 2015

Then we watched a movie, “When the Game Stands Tall.” It 1s
the story of the phenomenal success of De La Salle High School’s
football team out in California. Mike Martin picked the film and
it was very inspirational and perfect for the job. We followed that
with a freewheeling brainstorming session over a few beers in the
kitchen of one of the cabins we were using. That really helped set
the creative tone for our next session Tuesday morning,

We began with the traditional thorns and roses walk where each of
us share a negative and a positive from the previous day. It was 20
degrees but we still walked a few holes of the golf course and were
wide awake by the time we sat down mside. We covered goals and
tasks for each of the committees and I can tell you there 1s a lot of
great education and golf coming this year.

All'in all, this year’s retreat was a very positive and productive ex-
ercise. Everyone deserves credit for that. Every time I get in a room
with the guys on this board I learn so much. Having a guy like
Mark Esoda there with people like Anthony Williams, CGCS from
Stone Mountain Golf Club is amazing. They’ve forgotten more
than I will ever know. Mark really pushes you to think creatively
and doesn’t let you off with any soft answers. We all need that
Esoda in our heads constantly telling us to dig a little deeper, to
work a little harder on it.

I think I can speak for everyone on the board when I say that we
all come away with a renewed sense of vision and purpose. I think
that helps us all at our own golf courses and it definitely helps us
n our work on the board of directors. I can’t wait for next year’s
retreat but I'm just as excited about all the great things we have

lined up for the Georgia GCSA until then. B

-Chrus Steigelman is certified golf course superintendent at The Land-
ings Club in Savannah and a Georgia GCSA director.

Greg Burleson from Augusta Country Club, Georgia GCSA executive director
Tenia Workman, Tommy Hewitt from Windermere Golf Club, Scott Griffith from
the University of Georgia Golf Course and Tim Busek from The Manor Golf and
Country Club.

[ search engine powered by magazooms.com ]




Kyle Macdonald and St. lves Country Club members donated clubs to The
First Tee at East lake through the Governor’s With a Servant’s Heart Foundation
and the Weir Foundation.

Nelson Caron from The Ford Plantation was happy to take part in the sporting
clays shoot.

Sam Welch from Horseshoe Bend/Golf Club of Georgia during a brainstorming
session.

Georgia GCSA executive director Tenia Workman,
who teaches kick-boxing in her spare time, is never
one to shy away from a challenge, no matter how
uncomfortable. Thanks to some help from Randy
Mangum of Corbin Turf and Ornamental she can
now check off sporting clays from her bucket list.

Hesitation
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USGA Topdressing ¢ Ultradwarf Topdressing ¢ Divot Sands ¢ Bunker Sands
River Sand ¢ Mulches ¢ Compost ¢ Custom Blends ¢ Gravel/Rock Products
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The Plantation course weaves through forests and out into saltwater marshes.

Spring Classic Heads
South Down I-95

his year’s Georgia GCSA Spring Classic heads south to The

Landings Club in Savannah. The event, one of the most pop-
ular on the association calendar, 1s expected to attract a full field of
180 golfers across The Landings’ Palmetto and Plantation courses.
The trek down I-95 represents a shift from recent years when the
event has been n or close to Atlanta. It will be the first Georgia
GCSA event at the club since the summer conference in 2004.

Proceeds from the Spring Classic on March 23 go to the Georgia
Golf Environmental Foundation to help fund turfgrass research to
serve superintendents and the industry in the state.

“It’s a little daunting having 180 of your peers coming to play your
golf courses,” says host superintendent and Georgia GCSA direc-
tor, Chris Steigelman, CGCS. “But I am definitely excited that it’s
happening, I've wanted to host some event for the Georgia GCSA
for a while as a way of giving back. To have such a big event as the
Spring Classic 1s wonderful chance to do that.”

The Palmetto course designed by Willard Byrd opened in 1982
and underwent a $600,000 renovation last year. Fairways and bun-
kers were refurbished and greens were regrassed with TifEagle ber-
mudagrass. The project also returned greens to their original sizes
which added nearly 25 percent to their total acreage. Greens collars
are TifGrand and the fairways are Celebration. More than 80 trees
were removed on the course which, like each of the six courses at
The Landings, is a designated Audubon Cooperative Sanctuary.

Arthur Hills designed the Palmetto course which opened in 1985.
It will close shortly after the Spring Classic for its own renovation.
Steigelman says each of The Landings courses, set among hard-

wood forests, saltwater marshes and tidal creeks, receives about
30,000 rounds per year.

“We are thrilled to be able to have such an important event at such
a wonderful venue,” says Georgia GCSA executive director Tenia
Workman. “I think our members and other golf industry support-
ers are in for a real treat. It’s been some time since we have been to
The Landings and it will be great to be back there.” B

A view of the Palmetto course which was renovated last year.
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From Broke
nd Burned
O = eCa de

en years ago, David Noto sat i a cheap hotel
Troom with his every earthly possession 1n a
single bag slung off in the corner. He had no job, no
car and not much more of an 1dea of what was next.
His lifelong dream of being a professional golfer had
mstead turned mto a hving mghtmare. He was broke

and near broken.

It wasn’t just because he “missed a lot of cuts” in his first full year
playing the mini-tours. Drink, a demon he’d fought off once, had
shithered into his life again on the back of constant disappointment.
Things were so far off track he didn’t even turn up to the last few
events of the season, events he’d paid for i advance.

“I’d crashed and burned,” he says. “I'd wanted to be a professional
golfer my whole life. I thought it would be different. I was devastated.
I was drinking again. Financially, spiritually, I was bankrupt in every

way you could be.”
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A hose and a cup-cutter are permanent fixtures beside David Noto’s golf clubs.

Whether or not the light was on i that hotel room Noto felt a dark-
ness pressing in, a kind of darkness that serves as a cross-roads for
some, for others ... perhaps even as the end of the road.

Noto took a sharp turn, to the right you could say, and this year
he marks a decade of sobriety. While he may not be a professional
golfer, he 1s a golf course superintendent, at Mossy Creek Golf Club
n Cleveland. What’s more, since August of 2013, he 1s also a part-
owner of the club. He 15 also now married, a homeowner and recently
bought a new truck, his first.

If in the years leading up to that lonely hotel room there was a “lost
decade,” Noto, now 46, regards the period since as his “decade of
miracles.” “I could call it God’s grace, I think,” he says. “I could never
have drawn it up in the way it has worked out. I haven’t wanted for
anything in the past 10 years.”

He’s even regained his love of the game, along with his amateur status.
In May, he takes another tilt at the Georgla State Mid-Amateur Cham-
plonship as an automatic qualifier courtesy of his Georgia GCSA
championship - his third in four years - in December. How well he
does there will depend in large part on how his bentgrass greens do at
Mossy Creek beforehand.

Noto 1s, by anyone’s definition, a hands-on superintendent. “If the
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greens are where they should be I can play some golf, work on my
game,” he says. “If they aren’t then I won’t” His only full-time em-
ployee doubles as his mechanic and equipment operator. There are
two part-timers to help with everything else. If that doesn’t paint a
clear enough picture for you, consider that Noto doesn’t even have a
desk, let alone a computer. Never has, in six years at the club. In terms
of office equipment, his phone is about it.

The only heat in his maintenance facility is from a wood fire in a con-
verted 44-gallon drum. “Something to take the chill off,” he explains.
“If you’re moving you don’t get that cold.” A hose and a cup-cutter
hang permanently off the back of his golf cart beside his clubs, sym-
bols of work and pleasure - a mix Noto has finally mastered. For a long
while though, trying to mix the two mastered him.

“Shoot man, out of college I was 20-something years old and thought
Iknew everything,” he says. “I was tending bar and waiting tables and
Just wanting to continue the party. I could do both for a while, stay up
late and still play well the next day.”

And Noto could play. At Central Alabama his team-mates included
eventual European Ryder Cup team member Per-Ulrik Johannson.
After two years there studying business, he went to Georgia Southern
n Statesboro majoring in psychology. But by his own admission he
“didn’t go to class much.” Instead, distractions became the focus.

[ search engine powered by magazooms.com ]



Even so, in 1990, just out of college, he had his best year winning
the Montgomery Country Club Invitational, fimshing top 10 in the
Alabama State Amateur and qualifying for the prestigious North and
South Championship. “But life got the better of me,” he says. Before
long Noto wasn’t even playing golf let alone making a living at it. “I
don’t know what I was searching for or looking for,” he says. “But

there was no good, orderly direction.” The ‘90s constituted that “lost
decade”

Eventually, Noto took stock and in 2001 moved north to Helen “just
to get away.” He picked up work at Innsbruck Golf Club running a
weed-eater. He wanted to play golf again but first had to “round up
some clubs.” Soon he was working his tail off until mid-afternoon then
playing to his heart’s content. His game came back. He shot a course
record 65 from the tips at Innsbruck overtaking the previous best by
PGA Tour winner and Georgia Golf Hall of Famer DeWitt Weaver.

“I was sober,” Noto says. “And I was on my way, at least in my mind,
to reclaiming what I had lost.”

He did turn pro and after playing a handful of mini-tour events in
2002 and 2003, committed to 2004 as his coming out year. With still
shallow pockets, Noto avoided an extra room night each tournament
by making the three-hour drive to the Charlotte-based Tarheel Tour
on the morning of his practice round. Those rounds mvariably took
six hours to complete because “guys were hitting two balls and taking
all kinds of notes.” After fast food and a mght in a shared hotel room,
he often went into the tournament “burned out before I teed 1t up.”

“It was more of a grind and I got out of it what I put into it, which
wasn’t enough,” he says now. Whether it was disappomntment, disil-
lusionment or being in the company of room-mates who enjoyed a
drink, Noto “relapsed.” It took the best part of a year for him to get a
handle on life again. Then in the summer of 2005, now living in that
hotel room, he landed a job as an assistant superintendent to Fred
Williams at Apple Mountain Resort and Golf Club in Clarkesville.
He’s never looked back.

“I realized I’d been n golf for all the wrong reasons,” Noto says. “I
wasn’t helping others. It was always about what golf could do for me.
And that attitude bit me on the ... well.”

Simply getting the job was surely part of Noto’s “miracle.” Having
people willing to pick him up for work each day and drop him back at
his hotel had to be another. That others were investing n him helped
Noto’s self-belief and grow his faith in a greater good. He enrolled in
the horticulture and turfgrass program at Gwinnett Technical College

and secured his pesticide license. The collective faith was vindicated.

“It’s unbelievable. As soon as I’d taken my last class I got the job at
Mossy Creek (in 2008),” he says. “There’s a plan in place. ’'m not
sure how much I've had to do with it. But ’'m grateful for the past life
experiences I have had. Now I find those habilities are my assets. It’s
all part of the journey.”

Even the catalyst for Noto’s job offer at Mossy Creek was an mvitation
to succeed. The club had lost their greens. “There was nowhere to go
but up,” he says. “It’s not like I could ruin the greens. I thought, ‘Hey,

David Noto is on the way up at Mossy Creek.
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I can sow bentgrass seed.” I'd done it before after some vandalism at
Apple Mountain. It was the perfect job for a first-time superintendent.”

Noto returned Mossy Creek’s greens to health and around the same
time reconnected with an old middle school friend through Face-
book. They married in 2011 and it is now part of Georgia GCSA
lore that he and that friend, Jennifer, honeymooned at Jekyll Island
while he was winning his first superintendent championship. Noto
had planned a different getaway but when he discovered the dates
clashed with the Georgia GCSA conference and golf championship,

his fiancé was understanding, on one condition.

“Jennifer had told me, *You better win.”” Noto said after his win that
year. “We had a great weekend. I can’t imagine anything better than
marrying the woman you love and then winning a golf tournament.”

While Noto’s life and his greens were growing in the right direction,
Mossy Creek the club struggled and by 2013 was in receivership and
heading to foreclosure. “We didn’t know who was going to buy it
and if we would have jobs when they did,” Noto says. It was a test-
ng time. But once again, adversity brought opportunity to his door.
Three members were prepared to buy the club but only if Noto and
general manager Robby Hayes were part of the deal.

Until now David Noto has not shared so much of his life
story with colleagues in the golf course maintenance
profession. But after 10 years of sobriety thanks to the
help of a rehabilitation program, he wants to be open in
the hope that his recovery might offer encouragement
to others. “lI am grateful to many people, including my
mother and late father, and to the Georgia GCSA for
the role it has played in helping my career,” Noto says.
"My wife and | talked about it and if | can help anybody
. inany way by sharing my experience then it's the right
. thingtodo.”

“My banker said, ‘Do 1t! It’s a once in a lifetime chance,” Noto says.
“So then it was a no-brainer with job security for me thrown in. It was
a smart move by the membership group because now, as the people
protecting their investment, we were also protecting our own. I used
to want to mow greens every day even if there was only one group
on the tee sheet. Now I look at it and ask myself do I really need
to spend those resources. I'm always asking how can I use less fuel,
mputs, labor and still have a good product. Before I just wanted the
good product.”

In 2014, Mossy Creek saw 22,000 rounds, better than the break even
mark of 18,000. This spring, Noto will even move into an office af-
ter renovating a dilapidated storage room in the clubhouse. Stll, it’s
doubtful he will spend much time in there. There’s too much to be
done on the golf course and that’s where he’s happiest once again.
Only now it doesn’t have to be a five-iron in his hands. A rake or a
spade brings as much contentment.

“I'would still like to play professionally again one day but for different
reasons,” he says. “Maybe play some semor events. Who knows if it

will happen. But it’s fun to think about.” m
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Like many of his colleagues in golf Nelson Caron endured a
sinking feeling during the recession. Unlike the rest of them
though, the sensation at The Ford Plantation had nothing to do
with the economic downturn. Instead, the Pete Dye designed
course in Richmond Hill was too often quite literally under water.

Director of golf course maintenance Nelson Caron likened his job
description to captaining a ship. “A ship that had holes in it,”
he told reporters when the course reopened after a $7.2-million
renovation last fall. Infrastructure failures meant that as little as
two inches of rain would flood the back nine. Without functional
drainage, the links-style nine amid saltwater lakes was closed about
40 days a year.

“We had all of our hands in the ship and it was going down,”
Caron went on. “It was time to make some changes.” Speaking to
fellow Georgia GCSA members during the annual conference at
St. Simons Island in December, Caron quipped, “We had water
features in the middle of the fairways!” In addition to flooding from
rain, the course averaged 2.5 irrigation breaks a week. “The back-

hoe left the shop every day,” he said.

This spring, Caron is ready to give the golf course back to course
superintendent, Kyle Johnson. The leaky ship is more of a limou-
sine now. Among a host of improvements, perhaps none will be
more valuable than nearly 30 miles of new piping for a seepage

24 THROUGH THE GREEN  March-April 2015

Caron Works
)\ with Dye on

Rebirth at Ford
Plantatio;

¥

Nelson Caron and master golf course architect Pete Dye.

drainage system and a storm water pump that can disperse 16,000
gallons a minute.

Above ground, Caron, a Georgia GCSA director, now works with
a course sodded with 2 million square feet of Celebration bermu-
dagrass. The Tifeagle greens are 20 percent larger and the 27-year-
old irrigation system was replaced. The course was also lengthened
by more than 300 yards to 7,409 yards. Close to 100,000 cubic
yards of soil were moved around the course resulting in bunkering
and natural waste areas with a new “high dunes” look.

Caron made good use of the “Sunsecker” app to help convince
members of the need to remove numerous trees, including some
that were member-owned. The entire front nine was also root
pruned. The renovation also targeted “yellow dog” bermudag-
rass that had overtaken much of the course. Caron “scalped it
down to the basement” in October then heavily overseeded - with
$75,000-worth of seed - to inflict “as much damage to the old
bermudagrass as possible.”

“The overseed was popping like crazy by November 20,” Caron
says, and the course was verdant for Christmas. In the fall of 2015,
the club plans on entering a four-year overseeding rotational pro-
gram that includes; overseeding wall-to-wall the first year, over-
seeding just fairways the next and only roughs in the third year.
The fourth year the club will simply paint fairways.
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Dye scratches his vision in the dirt.

Caron says technology played a significant role convincing mem-
bers to support the renovation which was funded by a $35,000
assessment. A camera on a boom hft captured photos from more
than 30 feet in the air and a computer art designer generated imag-
es of what the course would look like post-renovation. “They were
a big hut,” Caron says. “They cost between $1,100 and $1,500 per
slide. So we only did five or six but they were very helpful letting
people see what they were going to get when we were done.”

Naturally, Caron is thrilled with the changes which led Golf Di-
gest to name 1t one of the best new courses for 2014. “It was a
tough place to work,” he says. “I've been there six years and I'm the
longest-tenured superintendent they’ve had.” Previous superinten-
dents had battled clouds with the facility ownership which led to
“significant deferred maintenance issues.” Members took over the
club in 2008 but it took until late 2012 to get approval for the
much-needed renovation of the property once owned by Henry

Ford and frequented by Harvey Firestone.

Caron understood what the renovation would deliver in agro-
nomic terms but he admits he had no idea how much energy he
would draw from watching Dye, the master architect, at work. “He
1s amazing. It’s unbelievable how smart that guy 1s,” Caron says.
“You have to be very alert and physically fit to work with Mr. Dye
because he will test your mind and then walk you to death, which
1s amazing for an 89-year-old man. You have to be sharp, you have
to be fit, and you have to have a good night’s sleep.”

While Caron says members wanted clear pictures of what the ren-
ovation would deliver, Dye preferred more old-fashioned means to
illustrate his vision. “Mr. Dye would literally get down and scratch
it in the dirt,” he says. “I took a lot of photos of them because I
knew they were my new ‘as-builts.” He doesn’t want you taking
notes. I think he just wants to be sure you grasp the vision. He re-
ally wanted us to understand what we were working towards and
then let the golf course develop.”

The renovation team also included Dye’s long time collaborator
Tim Liddy and MacCurrach Golf Construction.

The mind, the mystique and the magic of Pete Dye at work, step by step on the Ford Plantation’s third hole.

What he draws.

What it means.

What it looks like under construction.

The finished product.
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Mangum and McClure
Enter Hall of Fame

Pam and Ken Mangum, CGCS.

Georgia GCSA members were a prominent presence at this
year’s Georgia Golf Hall of Fame induction ceremony at At-
lanta Athletic Club in Johns Creek. Some traveled from far and
wide to pay tribute to a colleague who had the shortest trip of all
because he works at the club. Ken Mangum, CGCS has been at At-
lanta Athletic Club since 1988 hosting two PGA Championships,
a U.S. Women’s Open, a U.S. Amateur Championship and a U.S.
Junior Championship. He will retire May 31.

Superintendents present also paid tribute to a close friend and
longtime ally of the profession, Gene McClure, who was also n-
ducted to the Hall of Fame. McClure 1s a lifelong contributor to the
game of golf and has demonstrated an excellence in his knowledge,
passion and volunteerism for the good of the game. In one of his
many volunteer roles, which have included the presidency of the
Georgia State Golf Association and key positions with the USGA,
he currently serves on the board of trustees for the Georgia Golf
Environmental Foundation.

Others inducted in January included Ray Cutright, director of golf
at Idle Hour Club in Macon, and Carter Mize, one of the best
amateur players the state has produced.

But for superintendents, the spothight shone brightest on Mangum.
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Georgia GCSA past-president Mike Craw-
ford, CGCS from TPC Sugarloaf in Duluth
was not surprised such a strong contingent
turned out to congratulate Mangum. Craw-
ford says Mangum mentored more than 50
assistant golf course superintendents over
the years that have gone on to superinten-
dent positions. Crawford himself worked for
Mangum from 1990 to 1995.

Mangum joins only two other superinten-
dents in the Georgia Golf Hall of Fame.
Mangum actually worked for one of them,
Palmer Maples Jr. when he was superinten-
dent at Atlanta Athletic Club. Mangum paid
tribute to Maples’ influence i a video shown
at the mduction ceremony. “He set such
a great example and 1s still a great friend,”
Mangum says. Another Georgia GCSA past-
president, Mark Esoda, CGCS from Atlanta
Country 1s the other superintendent in the
Hall of Fame.

Not every superintendent at the event worked
for Mangum though. “I never have had the pleasure of working
with Ken,” says William Smith, CGCS from Country Club of Co-
lumbus. Although I have known Ken professionally for over 25
years and have always admired his accomplishments in the golf
turf industry.” Smith was also there in support of Carter Mize who
“1s also a friend and a member at the Country Club of Columbus.”
“It was a great night for golf in Georgla and a great night for the
Georgla GCSA with Ken’s most deserving recognition.”

Among a long list of accomplishments and awards, Mangum was
inducted into the Georgia GCSA Hall of Fame in 2013, and was
the recipient of the USGA’s Tke Grainger Award and the Golf
Course Superintendents Association of America Col. John Mor-
ley Distinguished Service Award that same year. He was named
Georgia Superintendent of the Year in 2002 and the Georgia Turf
Professional of the Year in 1996.

Mangum paid tribute to the influence of his father as a major factor
n his professional success and that of his brother Randy, a fellow
Georgia GCSA member with Corbin Turf and Ornamental Sup-
ply. “He taught us to be the best we could be,” Mangum said. “He
never got hung up on what we did but emphasized that whatever
we did, we should do 1t to the best of our ability.” B
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Gene McClure

Kyle Johnson from Inverness Country Club in Birmingham, AL worked
for Mangum and Tyler Andersen who has been at Atlanta Athletic Club
since 2007.

 —
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Neal Wisdom from Druid Hills Golf Club and wife, Kate.

Mike Crawford, CGCS from TPC Sugarloaf spent five years under
Mangum and Kyle Marshall from Capital City Club.

Anthony Williams, CGCS from Stone Mountain Golf Club and Palmer
Maples Jr., CGCS who was an early mentor for Mangum.

Atlanta Athletic Club golf course maintenance secretary Teresa Mor-
gan and Jackie McKenzie who has been equipment manager at the
club more than 40 years.
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> News Shorts

Video Lands Major Award Letter of
The Georgia GCSA has been recognized for excellence with an Thanks

award for its video work promoting the role of the golf course ) )

superintendent. Golf Course Industry magazine was to present Teniaand the Georgia GGSA
the GCI Super Social Media Award for best use of video at the
annual Golf Industry Show in San Antonio, TX in February.
The award is for the “Stewards of the Land” video, available for

viewing at Www.ggesa.com.

Once agan, I want
to express my sincere
appreciation to you
and the association for
selecting me for the
2014 Hall of Fame.
This 1s a great honor

“The award reflects not only the high quality of what your orga-
nization has been doing on social media but also the great exam-
ple the Georgia GCSA sets for its peers and colleagues around

the global golf and turf industry,” GCI leaders said announcing for me and my family.
the award. : I consider it the high-
John McCarthy, CGCS Georgia GCSA president Mike Brown from The Standard Club Flon Sinnock light of my career to be

recognized by my peers and to be part of such

says the award is due recognition for the “excellent work” of a
an esteemed group.

number of people including Scott Griffith form the University of Georgia Golf Course, Sam
Welch from Horseshoe Bend/Golf Club of Georgia, Kyle Macdonald from St. Ives Country It was good to see so many old friends and
Club, Georgia GCSA executive director Tenta Workman and video producer Justin Wojtczak. new faces at St. Simons. The Georgia GCSA
organization 1s an excellent one and I'm proud

Brown paid particular tribute to the efforts of former Georgia GCSA director John McCarthy. X LAt
to be associated with it.

“I can’t tell you how many hours John put in,” Brown says. “He was instrumental in the process.
The videos are phenomenal and this award is further proof of that. We are very honored to be
recognized for putting the message of the golf course superintendent into a form that 1s so easy )
for all people to access and appreciate.” Ron Sinnock

Thank you again for the honor,

NIPITIN THE TUBER
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Manor Gathering Maps Meetings

About 20 members of the Georgia GCSA education committee met at
The Manor Golf and Country Club recently, confirming details for a
full 2015 calendar and brainstorming ideas for 2016. “Anytime you've
got every aspect of the industry represented in the room, you get good
ideas,” says host superintendent and Georgia GCSA director Tim
Busek. “We gathered an excellent mix of ideas and suggestions from

UGA’s Dr. Gerald Henry and the USGA Green Section’s Pat O’ Brlen

University of Georgia professors, USGA agronomists, superinten-
dents, vendors, assistant superintendents and others.” The highlight
of the 2015 calendar 1s the annual meeting and golf championship at
Fast Lake Golf Club in Atlanta, home of the annual Tour Champion-
ship for the PGA Tour.

Ralph Kepple, CGCS who hosts this year’s annual meeting
at East Lake Golf Club.
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> News Shorts

UGA to Honor
Turfgrass Duo

w3

Clint Waltz

Alfredo Martinez-
Espinoza

The University of Georgia has recognized
two members of the UGA turfgrass team
with significant awards. Professor Clint Waltz
and Professor Alfredo Martinez-Espinoza
have been chosen as recipients of the 2015
Walter Barnard Hill Award for Distinguished
Achievement m Public Service and Outreach.

“As you know accomplishments don’t hap-
pen without the support, encouragement and
mentoring of family and colleagues,” Waltz
wrote n an email informing Georgia GCSA
members of his award. “There have been
many that have played various roles through-
out my career, to all of them I am truly ap-
preciative.”

Martinez-Espinoza echoed that sentiment in
a message to Georgia GCSA executive direc-
tor Tenia Workman. “I’'m humbled and hon-
ored for this distinction; your support made
it all possible,” he wrote.

Recipients of the award are judged to have
made contributions to the improvement of
the quality of life in Georgla or elsewhere of
an order that greatly exceeds the normal ac-
complishments of a productive faculty mem-
ber. A maximum of five Hill Awards are made
annually. Waltz and Martinez-Espinoza will
receive their awards at a special ceremony
later this year.

The Hill Award is named in honor of Chan-
cellor Walter Barnard Hill, who led the Uni-

versity of Georgia from 1899 until his death
in 1905.
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Legacy Scholarships
Deadline is May 1

Applications are now open for the 2015 Georgia GCSA Legacy Scholarships. The scholarships
provide financial aid to support the continued education of children and grandchildren of Geor-

gia GCSA Class A, SM, C, Retired A, Retired SM or AA Life members. Nine scholarships were
awarded in 2014. The program is presented in partnership with Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation.

Applications must be postmarked no later than May 1 and will be reviewed and winners deter-
mined by the Georgia GCSA scholarship committee chaired by Mike Martin from Hampton Golf
Village. All decisions of the committee are final. Applicants will be notified by mail of their status
by June 15, 2015. All scholarship award checks will be made payable to the apphcant.

Applications will be evaluated by the following criteria:

(1) Academic achievement, extracurricular and community mvolvement, leadership and outside
employment;

(2) Two original essays;
a. Your family and why you should be a Legacy Scholar (maximum of 300 words) and

b. Besides someone in your family, who 1s your hero or mentor and why (maximum of 300
words).

Please note, financial need 1s not a factor in the selection.

For full details and application paperwork please visit the Georgia GCSA website and click on the
“Scholarship” tab in the upper right hand corner of the home page.

Since 1991

Laser Leveling = Laser Topdressing * Drainage
Fairway & Greens Core Aerification and Core Removal
Verticutting, Sweeping * “Koro” Sod Removal
Shaping * Greens Construction & Renovation
Greens Conversion * Tee Construction
Bunker Construction & Renovation
On-Site Reel Grinding

7500 Macon Hwy, Watkinsville, GA 30677
Office: (706) 208-1644 or (772) 225-3771 = Fax: (706) 769-0020

Web: www.laserturfse.com * Email: info@laserturfse.com
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AGRONOMY

Providing economical and sound
Agronomic solutions for all your turf needs.

WayNE STONE | 229.869.2336
SHANNON MARION | 770.584.6741

soundagronomy@gmail.com

PRECI(SI

LABORATORIES

Results.Expect it:

BRANDT
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Andersons

e

CLARK

PLANT NUTRIENTS

Rowland
Chemical Co.

* Chemicals

e FMC Sprayers
* Hypro

* TeeJet

706-548-9399
800-352-6974

379 Oak St.
Athens, GA 30601

ROGER MYERS
229-406-0321

Ewmw Since 1979

D hattahoochee

’_/;, TURF PRODUCTS, INC.

Agrcmcrmc Solutions for Turfgrass Management

205 Tommy Warren Drive, Cobb, GA 31735
Office: 229-853-9469 Fax: 229-853-2767 Email: ompo@aol.com
http://www.chattahoocheeturfproducts.com

r}:» ) RM N A

Agrium
Advanced
Technologies’

Armoirechrs . GRADSN GV
CECIL SMITH JAMIE BELLAMY KEITH WILLIAMS
404-391-3547 678-675-9656 678-463-4610
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BELOW THE SURFACE

Folteé Sprayable Foliar Nutrients -
OITEeC. The perfect complement to Contec DG

COI'ltEC DG Dispersing Granule Technology

+ Eliminate mower pickup and nutrient loss
* Reduce player downtime

TNT Ultra Turf Nutrition Tool -

Customize your nutrition program to reduce your
overall costs with this Excel-based tool.
Download it FREE at www.ContecDG.com.

For more information, contact your
Distributor Representative, or call
Ray Saseen, Andersons Territory
Manager at 404-580-3564

www. AndersonsTurf.com

GOLF AGRONOMICS
Sand & Hauling

e Bulk Damp Sands ¢ Divot Sand
e Custom Blends e Gravel
e Topsoil/Compost ® Bagged Sands
—| ¢ Bulk Dry Sands e Black Sand
e Specialty Products ¢ G-Angle “Cracked” Bunker Sand

Golf Agronomics has a proven record of service and supply to the
golf course industry spanning more than 20 years. We are here to
stay and to make life better for golf course superintendents and
for the golfers who play their courses. We deliver more than sand.
We also bring experience, expertise and a genuine smile with every
load. A golf course is a great place to be happy after all.

Robbie Womac, CGCS (678) 997-7852
Robbie.womac@golfagronomics.com

Main office (800) 542-9531 e www.golfagronomics.com
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> News Shorts

f . | Jerry Pate
GEOI'gla GCSA Events| crows Subaru
7 MARK YOUR CALENDAR

Territory

Jerry Pate Turf and Irrigation has extended
their Subaru small engines and parts distri-
bution territory. In addition to Georgia, Ala-

March 23, 2015 September 14, 2015

April 28, 2015

QOctober 19, 2015

Georgia GCSA Spring Bermudagrass Forum bama and Northwest Florida, the territory
Classic And Golf Outing now mcludes Fhff s.tate. of Tennessee fllong
Benefiting the GGEF The King and Prince Golf with North Mississippt. “We have enjoyed
The Landings Club Course our first full year of partnership with Subaru
. and we are extremely pleased to continue the
Savannah, GA St. Slmons.lsland, GA opportunity to grow their engine and parts
Host tendent: Host tendent: PPty 8 & P
CZS ' szp e?"z7l1 en mz;'.GCS C}(L)s Z z;ﬁerm endaent: market share,” says owner Jerry Pate.
res telge man, UC oore

Williams Wins

69th Annual Southeastern Assistant Superintendent =

Turfgrass Conference Seminar And Golf Gralnger

University of Georgia Championship Award

Tifton Campus Druid Hills Golf Club

Tifton, GA Atlanta, GA The Georgia GCSA congratulates Layne
Host superintendent: Williams, a trustee of the Georgia Golf En-
Neal Wisdom vironmental Foundation, on winning the

May 18, 2015

USGA’s Tke Grainger award for volunteers
Bentgrass-Bermudagrass

achieving 25 years of service. Williams, who

Forum And Golf Outing NO\/em ber 2 , 201 6 serves as senior director of rules and compe-
Coosa Country Club Challenge Cup titions at the Georgia State Golf Association,
Rome. GA Cuscowilla on Lake Oconee serves on the USGA’s U.S. Mid-Amateur
9 . . .
Host superintendent: Eatonton, GA Championship committee.
Tim Cunningham, CGCS Host superintendent: Ike Grainger served on the USGA Executive
Sam Murp h), Committee and served as USGA president in

1954 and 1955. The award in his name was
mstituted m 1995. Williams was one of 16

June 9, 2015

Bulldog Classic NO\/em ber 1 6 -17 ) recipients named at the USGA’s annual meet-
Bgngﬁting the Georgia GCSA 2015 ng at the Waldorf Astoria Hotel in New York
Scholarship Fund Georgia GCSA Annual in February.

University of Georgia Golf Meeting And Golf

Course Championship

Athens, GA East Lake Golf Club PhOtographers
Host superintendent: Atlanta, GA Wanted Now

Scott Griffith Host superintendent:

Ralph Kepple, CGCS Through the Green wants you to share the
beauty of your course with the membership
with our photography contest. We are look-
ng for images of your golf course, including
scenes similar to our cover and center spread
photos, wildlife on the course, maintenance
operations and/or construction. Entry dead-
line 1s July 31, 2015. Visit Through The

L J Green at www.ggesa.com for details.
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> New Members

Georgia GCSA Welcomes

> William Boyce, Class C. Assistant golf course superintendent,
Golf Club of Georgia, Alpharetta (770) 343-9070.

> Andy Brock, Class C. Second assistant golf course
superintendent, Legends at Chateau Elan, Buford (770) 932-2216.

> John Davis, Class AF. Territory manager, Agri-Business
Technologies, Charleston, SC (843) 812-0107.

) Jeff Green, Class C. Assistant golf course superintendent, The
Club at Osprey Cove, St. Mary’s (912) 882-6746.

) Chris Hargrove, Class C. Assistant golf course superintendent,
Bent Tree Country Club, Jasper (770) 893-2624.

) steve Haynes, Class AS. Irrigation and Systems Tech, Augusta
National Golf Club, Augusta (706) 667-6300.

> Howard Horne, Class AS. Equipment manager, East Lake Golf
Club, Atlanta (404) 687-2454.

> Tom Howard, Class C. First assistant golf course superintendent,
Reynolds Plantation - Great Waters, Eatonton (706) 467-4042.

) Thomas Ingram, Class C. Assistant golf course superintendent,
Horseshoe Bend Country Club, Roswell (770) 992-2310.

> Jacob Parker Class S. Student/Assistant golf course
superintendent, Cherokee Golf Center, Woodstock (770) 926-3195.

> Preston Parton, Class AS. Chemical application technician,
Champions Retreat Golf Club, Evans (706) 854-6960.

> Josh Richardson, Class C. Second assistant golf course
superintendent, Country Club of Gwinnett, Snellville
(770) 978-7755.

> Kenny Song, Class AF. President, Tri-Stone Corp., Norcross
(678) 672-2067.

> Paul Stalvey, Class C. Second assistant golf course
superintendent, Horseshoe Bend Country Club, Roswell
(770) 992-2310.

> Kevin Towe, Class C. First assistant golf course superintendent,
Golf Club of Georgia, Alpharetta (770) 343-9070.

> Scott Waddell, Class AS. Assistant golf course superintendent in
training, Augusta National Golf Club, Augusta (706) 667-6300.

> Chad Williams, Class C. Second assistant golf course
superintendent, Golf Club of Georgia, Alpharetta (770) 343-9070.

> Robert Wilson, Class A. Golf course superintendent, Golf Club
of Georgia, Alpharetta (770) 343-9070.

> Jody Wortham, Class C. Landscape superintendent/project
manager, Cherokee Town and Country Club, Atlanta
(770) 993-2040.

— Movers & Shakers

> Leonard Owens formerly assistant golf course superintendent at
Crystal Falls Golf Club in Dawsonville has been promoted to golf
course superintendent.

> Robert Wilson is now golf course superintendent at Golf Club of
Georgia in Alpharetta.

> William Boyce is now assistant golf course superintendent at Golf
Club of Georgia in Alpharetta.

> Chris Frame, formerly spray technician at Reynolds Plantation
- Great Waters, has been promoted to second assistant golf course
superintendent at Reynolds Plantation - The Creek Club.

> Chris Hargrove is now assistant golf course superintendent at
Bent Tree Country Club in Jasper.

> Chad Williams is now second assistant golf course superintendent at
Golf Club of Georgia in Alpharetta.

> Kim Moseley is now assistant golf course superintendent at The
Orchard Golf and Country Club in Clarkesville.

> Lucas Walters formerly the assistant golf course superintendent at
Rivermont Golf & Country Club in Alpharetta is now the golf course
superintendent at Sea Island Golf Club, Seaside, St. Simons Island.

— Congratulations

> Congratulations Bill Hirchert, CGCS from Colleton River Plantation
Club n Bluffton, SC on completing the renewal process for maintaining
his status as a certified golf course superintendent with GCSAA.

> Congratulations to Ralph Kepple, CGCS at East lake Golf Club
n Atlanta on completing the renewal process for maintaining his
status as a certified golf course superintendent with GCSAA.

> Congratulations to Hampton Kicklighter, CGCS from Dublin
Country Club in Dublin on completing the renewal process for
maintaining his status as a certified golf course superintendent with
GCSAA.

— Births

> Congratulations to Brandon Smith from the Trophy Club of At-
lanta and his wife, Madi, on the birth of their son, Jackson Walker
Smith. Jackson was born on December 11, 2014 and weighed 8lbs
and 20z and measured 21 % inches.

— Thank You

> The Georgia GCSA greatly appreciates the donation of $1,850
from Golf Agronomics Sand and Hauling in support of the
Georgia GCSA Legacy Scholarships.

Tifton Physical Soil Testing Laboratory

Accredited by the American Association for Laboratory Accreditation (A2LA)

Specializing in:
* Testing All Materials for USGA Golf Green Construction.

* Developing Putting Green Rootzone Mixtures that meet USGA Specifications.

* Recommending Topdressing and Bunker (Trap) Sands that meet USGA Specifications.
* Developing Sportsturf Rootzone Mixes with Optimum Physical Properties for

Athletic Fields. ?
1412 Murray Avenue

Tifton, Georgia 31794 www.tiftonsoillab.com

34 THROUGH THE GREEN  March-April 2015

T. Powell Gaines
(229) 382-7292
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T'S NOT JUST
A MOWER.

T'S A TIME
MACHINE.

The Jacobsen HR-9016T™ wide-area mower cuts time and space. Boasting a massive
mowing capacity of up to 16.5 acres per hour, the HR-9016T reduces the amount
of time and labor you're spending on mowing parks and other green spaces. The
HR-9016T is also a breeze to maintain because each of the eleven cutting blades is
powered by a quiet, hydraulic motor that eliminates belt and pulley maintenance
Trim your mowing costs with the Jacobsen HR-9016T wide-area mower.

SACEESS=I

- /
Garry Callahan l

6670 Corners Industrial Ct.

Suite B .

Norcross, GA 30092 1.888.922.TURF | www.jacobsen.com
Cell: 770-500-8799

Office:770-935-8022

Toll Free: 866-302-3435
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How can one greens mower
satisfy so many people?

The offset cutting units. Quick Adjust 5 cutting units. " The finish. Create a putting
These ensure a beautiful clean-up cut on tees and greens. Adjusts height-of-cut in seconds. s surface players will remember.

The 2500E E-Cut” Hybrid Riding Greens Mowers. @ JoHN DEERE

The only greens mower everyone can appreciate. GOLF

Only the 2500E E-Cut Hybrid riding greens mowers offer: .

« Offset cutting units that greatly reduce “triplex ring” in the clean-up cut, Y222/ 4/ 2%&
and a durable ball-joint suspension system that reliably follows TURF & TRACTOR
contours for a flawless finish.

» Fast maintenance, with Quick Adjust 5 cutting units that make it simple www.greenvilleturf.com
for a technician to change height of cut in seconds. 866-485-TURF

* Proven hybrid components and experience stretching back to 2005.

All this, and surprisingly affordable, too. For a test drive or a virtual o (B

walk around, scan the tag or visit us at JohnDeere.com/Golf e [

Jim Roberts Mark Hendricks Allen Weed Tim Boles
Sales Manager Territory Sales Manager  Territory Sales Manager  Territory Sales Manager
864-419-8871 Mobile 770-490-9668 Mobile 770-490-9653 Mobile 770-845-0610 Mobile

robertsiiijim@gmail.com  hend8383@bellsouth.net  weedallen@gmail.com bolestim@gmail.com



TIFEAGLE

SOARS AT PRESTWICK C.C.

l.l

Mini ere and-Chiith

- and aft ears of p ymg
aroun wzt all three, I got
to see the limitations and
strong points of each grass. I also looked at a lot of TifEagle courses.
In the end, my bosses and I agreed that Ti fEagle was by Jar the best
ul tmdwarf for Presthc

You'll find TifEagle Bermudagrass at the
spectacular Prestwick Country Club in Myrtle
Beach SC. This links-style gem was designed
by Pete Dye and his son P.B. Dye and opened
in 1989. Superintendent Paul Kaufman is re-
sponsible for the day-to-day management and
upkeep of this top-flight course that features
towering dune-like berms, stairway bunkers
and bulkhead-protected greens. It was Paul
along with his bosses who made the decision
to go with TifEagle. “Our Tifdwarf was really
beginning to show its age and was getting to
be almost unmanageable. On top of that, the
Myrtle Beach area is so competitive. There
are almost 100 courses here now in what'’s
essentially a one-mile by 30-mile strip,

and the majority of them have uItradwarf

V reens

greens. From a competitive standpoint we
were just lagging behind. So | put in a combi-
nation test green with TifEagle, MiniVerde and
Champion and evaluated all three grasses for
over two years. | also looked at a lot of other
clubs, and talked to a lot of other superintend-
ents, We decided to no-till and shut the course
down on June 18th. Believe it or not, we were
open for play on September 1 with superb
new TifEagle greens.” Take a tip from Paul
Kaufman. Whether you’re renovating your ex-
isting greens or planning a brand new facility,
insist on the best. Specify certified TifEagle
Bermudagrass by name. You can sod it, sprig
it or even no-till it under the right conditions.
Visit us on the web at www.tifeagle.com, or
call 706 542-4525 for more information.

gle@

www.tifeagle.com
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UPGRADE TO TIFSPORT

CHAMPIONSHIP-QUALITY BERMUDAGRASS

Get a leg up on your competition. Upgrade to  and stiffness mean better ball lies in cut
certified TifSport Bermudagrass like the fairways and roughs. It also has a pleasing,
Davis Love-desiged Retreat course atthe  uniform appearance, even during dormancy.
Sea Island Golf Club in Sea Island GA. It Players love the way it plays, and you and
has great color. It recovers very rapidly from your crew will appreciate how easy it is to

heavy traffic, injury and droughts. It has a manage. TifSport. It’s ideal for fairways,
finer texture than Tifway 419 and most other  roughs and tees. For more info and a list of
bermudagrass varieties. It’s extremely cold licensed TifSport growers visit our website

tolerant, and its upright leaf blade orientation

at www.tifsport.com or call 706 552-4525.

Retreat Golf Course-

Sea Island Golf Club - Sea Island GA

TIFSPCRT™"

CERTIFIED BERMUDAGRASS
www.tifsport.com
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